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Often we are tossed about to and fro in trials that are sometimes very hard on our natural fleshly being, but we have many witnesses throughout the Bible that we can turn to in our time of discomfort, that will help us in understanding why we have to go through these tests and trials. 

1st Peter 1:6-7 “Wherein ye greatly rejoice though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations. 
7 That the trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire might be found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”

Paul writing in 1st Corinthians 15:19 says “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.”

In 1st Corinthians 15:19, Paul was trying to put into words the importance of understanding the death and resurrection of Jesus, and he said, in 1 Corinthians 15:14 “If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain

16. For if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain: ye are yet in your sins.

18. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.

19. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.”

He was pointing us to the hope that would be lost if there was no resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Jeremiah said in Lamentations 3:1 “I AM the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath.

2. He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light.

3. Surely against me is he turned; he turneth his hand against me all the day.

8. Also when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my prayer.

11. He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces: 

14. I was a derision to all my people; and their song all the day.

17. I FORGAT PROSPERITY.”

Job said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of the Lord.”

Many of the prophets and apostles of the Lord suffered things that were almost unbearable at different times in their walk with the Lord. I have chosen to look at about three of them.

What is the understanding that I am trying to impart here? All of us must be tried and tempted by God, but Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:13 “There hath no temptation taken you but such is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
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bear it.”
Hebrews 11: Paul writing about all of the Prophets that went before the law of Grace came in, speaks of those that were sawn asunder, were stoned, and slain with the sword, and afflicted in every way, and he writes in verse 38 “(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

39. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:

40. God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made PERFECT.”

Hebrews 7:18 “For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.

19. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did”

SO, WHERE DOES THIS PLACE YOU AND ME?               

James 1:2-3 “My brethren, Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

3. Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh  patience.”
If we examine the Scriptures on our own, without prompting from anyone, we are aware of all the trials and afflictions of Job.  God allowed Satan to take away all of Job’s substance, but Job was able to say, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: THE LORD GAVE, and the Lord HATH TAKEN AWAY; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

God continued to say to Satan, “Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and upright man, one that feareth God and escheweth evil? And still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him to destroy him WITHOUT CAUSE?” Job 2:3.

WITHOUT CAUSE! Job did nothing to warrant this! Observe the word: Perfect; this is what God is demanding of a wife for His Son Jesus…PERFECTION. 

The Devil was given power over Job to do anything that he could bring, but He could not take Job’s life. God Said, “Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.”

Jeremiah suffered some awful afflictions. Lamentations 3:1 “I am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath.”   Continue to read through 23.

Why could Jeremiah make statements like this?

Read from Jeremiah 18:1-23, Jeremiah 19:1-15, then go to Jeremiah 20:1-18.    Read All.

Evie Karrlson recorded a song entitled: WHEN I THINK I’M GOING UNDER, PART THE WATERS LORD!

WHEN I FEEL THE WAVES AROUND ME CALM THE SEA: 

WHEN I CRY FOR HELP, O HEAR ME LORD, HOLD OUT YOUR HAND; 

PART THE WATERS HEAL THIS RAGING STORM IN ME.
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It’s going to take a parting of the waters in this hour that we are entering into, if we are to come to the place that God has described AS THE PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13. Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a PERFECT MAN, unto the measure of the stature of the FULNESS of Christ:

14. That we HENCEFORTH be no more children tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”

We may believe that we are REALLY STRONG in our walk and understanding of the “hidden truths” of the Lord, and can never be persuaded to see any other interpretation, even as the Muslims are persuaded in their faith, but when we are separated from our beliefs and teachings, and are alone, we may find that we are not quite as strong as we think. I know for myself that I have to keep writing and playing music and reading in order to keep from feeling the loss of the fellowship and visiting with others, but I could NEVER change the things that the Lord has revealed to me, not because someone preached them, BUT because God revealed them to me Himself.

AFFLICTIONS WITHOUT CAUSE! YES! This is a part of God’s plan to NEVER HAVE SIN IN HIS PRESENCE AGAIN. Lucifer was the most beautiful, and trusted, and PERFECT, Angel (Creation) that God had ever created and Lucifer had access to God, but Lucifer rose up against God and tried to take the throne away from God Himself, Isaiah 14:12-20.

We have been given a CHOICE between GOOD and EVIL which none of the Angels or Adam had ever had, BUT GOD HAS GIVEN US the choice and the right to choose between good and evil and not let the Devil overcome us as HE strives to do to each of us each day. That is why there, ARE AFFLICTIONS WITHOUT CAUSE so that God by trials and afflictions can bring us to the place that NOTHING can change our walk with God.

David said, “MANY are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.”     Psalms 34:19.
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