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The last writings that I placed on the Website, I titled THE LIVING TEMPLE, and Building the House for the Lord #52. But now I want to put into words that others can understand the statement that Jesus made when He said, “Destroy this body and I will raise it up in three days.” 

And with this writing, it is also my desire to help those of you that have not understood what house Haggai was referring to when he asked this question “Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do you see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?  Haggai  2:3.

The house that Haggai is speaking of in this Scripture is the temple that was to be a re-placement for Solomon’s Temple that had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar.  Haggai is speaking to some of the priests and other people of the Jews that had been held for 70 years in the Babylonian captivity, and now had returned to Jerusalem and were building a place of worship, Ezra 1: 1-3. 

When they returned to Jerusalem after their captivity, they were building a temple to replace the temple that that had been destroyed about 70 years earlier: even the walls of Jerusalem had been broken down and the gates were burned with fire, Nehemiah 1:3. When those of us today understand just what the difference was to be between this Temple that they were determined to build, and the one that was to replace the Temple of Solomon, it would be a major project.

As we know many of them had married strange Babylonian wives and had children that spoke a mixture of their languages, Ezra 10:3. When we understand what Haggai was saying, we can begin to see the real question that He is asking. He is asking them that had lived in the years before they were taken captive and had seen the glorious temple of Solomon how this temple, or this house of God that was being built compared with the glorious temple of Solomon.

Haggai also was speaking to a portion of the people that had not been born before the captivity, so they had not seen the glorious Temple of Solomon. Haggai is asking Who is LEFT among you that has seen this house in her FIRST GLORY?? 

Some of the people that Haggai was speaking to may not have realized the tremendous price that Solomon had made in order to build this magnificent Temple. The stones were all fitted at the quarry before they were taken to the site of the building, and they must be whole stones, not broken. 1 Kings 6:7 “And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought thither: so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in building.” 

Of course there was no comparison, as far as beauty and magnificence were concerned. The temple of Solomon was almost totally overlaid with gold, which is significant of the glory of
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 God. All of the gold that had been in the Temple before Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it, had been taken off the doors, and altars and everything else that was of value, by the previous

kings of Judah and had been given to their enemies as a ransom so that the Jews wouldn’t be taken prisoners by their enemies, 1 KINGS 15:18, 2 Kings 12:18,  2 Kings 18:13-15.

10 of the tribes of Israel had been carried away to Assyria by Hoshea king of Assyria, about 120 years earlier, 2nd Kings 17:6, but Judah had managed to stay free by selling off the things in the temple of Solomon, 2nd  Kings 12:18, 2nd Kings 18:15. This is what Haggai is in reference to when He asks, how do you see it now? How do you compare this temple that you are building with the temple of Solomon? Of course there was no comparison. But now Haggai makes a statement that most of the people of the Lord does not understand today. He says, “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace.”  

What House is He talking about? He is talking about the Living Temple of the Lord, made out of the bodies of His saints. Jesus said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Matthew 26:61 “This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.”
I have written a few things on the Latter House, and now I want to take you back to almost the beginning of the delivery of the children of Israel from their Captivity by the King of Egypt as Moses was leading them out. 

                                                 A HABITATION FOR HIS SPIRIT

God commanded Moses long ago to build Him a place for the habitation of His Spirit, Exodus 25:8. Moses and the children of Israel had just crossed the Red Sea on dry Land and had gotten away from Pharaoh and his Army. Moses sang this song, “The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation;” Exodus 15:2 Now later in Exodus 25:8 we read that the Lord is giving Moses instructions to prepare Him a sanctuary to dwell, and we read, “An let them make me a SANCTUARY; that I may dwell among them.”

As Moses and the Children of Israel continued their journey to the Promised Land, this sanctuary that God had directed them to build for a place that He might dwell among them, became a tent affair which was taken down and moved from place to place as they moved, Exodus 40:29-38, it was referred to as the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, Exodus 40:1.

This tent affair was used as a place of worship and was used until Solomon was chosen to build a permanent place for God to dwell, and that was called the Temple of Solomon. Solomon’s father David, was not allowed to build a permanent temple because David was a “man of war” but God allowed David to prepare for the Temple and to instruct his son Solomon how to build, 1 Chronicles 22:1-19.

This “tent of the congregation” was set up for the first time on the first day of the month, and all of the furnishings were placed in their proper places inside, Exodus 40:1-34 “Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode
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there on, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” 

The same thing happened at the dedication of Solomon’s Temple, 2nd Chronicles 7:2, and in the Upper Room on the Day of Pentecost where 120 had gathered, Acts 2:1-4.

When we understand the plan of God for a people for His Name’s Sake, we certainly can relate to all of these trials along the way from the beginning of His plan of salvation. The 

Scriptures are very clear along the lines that God is looking for a people that will become just like Him, and He will accomplish this by trials and temptations that remove us from flesh and blood into a Spiritual Being which “cannot sin” 3rd John 3:9, that is why the Apostle John wrote in 14:17 “he dwelleth with you and shall be in you.”  And up until the time that Jesus gave His life on the Cross, the Lord only dwelt with us. Now that Jesus has died and rose again, Jesus lives inside our bodies when we accept Him as our Savior.

This has been the plan of God from the beginning of the world, when he said “Let US make man in OUR IMAGE AFER OUR LIKNESS, Genesis 1:26. As God led the Children of Israel through the wilderness to the Promised Land, His desire was that He could have a place to dwell AMONG His People until Jesus came and gave His life for our sins. God couldn’t dwell inside them until Jesus the Quickening came and gave His life for our salvation: now in the ending of this plan for the deliverance of man from sin, God dwells inside His People that comes to Him by way of salvation through the shed blood of Christ. All that are saved will have a place in Heaven, but only the 100 fold which have come to the place that John writes of in 1st John 3:9, will become the Latter House of God, because His Chosen People are completely born of God, they cannot sin, 1st John 3:9. This people will have completely died out to all sin while they were still here on this earth. This People then become the Living Temple of God and also the Latter House. In this Generation of Time, God is looking for a people that will become the LIVING TEMPLE through our bodies. 

I wrote on that subject a couple of weeks ago. He no longer dwells in temples made by hands. He does dwell INSIDE the temples of our bodies as we die out to sin and live for Him, and when the Living Temples of flesh and blood come to perfection, then they will become this Latter House that Haggai is speaking of, and one in the family of God, and the Bride of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ WILL NOT be joined to ANYONE that is inferior to Him. Matthew writes in chapter 16:19 “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

John 14: 12 “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to my Father.” e that believeth on me the 

Back to Haggai 2, and Haggai is speaking of the house that God is building for a habitation of His Spirit. This habitation for the Spirit of the Lord that is mentioned in Exodus is a house not made with hands and it will be eternal in the heavens, 2 Corinthians 5:1. This Temple will be made up of our bodies! “ Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” This is the latter house that Haggai is referring to. This word Latter, means LAST. When this Latter House is finished, there will never be sin found
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in the presence of God any more for all that are in this “Latter House” have completely died out to the sins of the flesh, by their own works and desires. They will be completely BORN OF GOD, and 1st John 3:9 says that, “they CANNOT SIN BECAUSE THEY ARE BORN OF GOD.

In the previous Chapter 1 of Haggai, we read that Haggai is asking the people about building 

the house of the Lord, and He states that the people are not ready nor concerned about

building another house for the Lord, and I quote. 1:2 “Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built.”

Christians in this day and time, feel somewhat the same way. We are not totally devoted to the moving of the Holy Spirit of God. Most of us have plenty to eat and a place called home and we are satisfied to just attend service when it is convenient and when it doesn’t cost us much of our flesh.

Return now to Haggai 1:3. “Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet saying,

4. Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?

5. Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; consider your ways.

6. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes. 

7. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.” 

8. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.

9. Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? Saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man to his own house.

10. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.

11. And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labor of the hands.”

When we read the Scriptures, and we see how the people in the previous generations, had the same problems that the people in this hour of time have, we can see why the house of the Lord was long in building. Some of the problems of this day, are because the people really don’t understand that God has been speaking to US in this generation.  And He is speaking of an entirely different kind of House. He is speaking of the house of our bodies, because God is no longer just dealing with the things that are in the natural. 

This Temple that Haggai has prophesied of, is more beautiful than Solomon’s Temple, which consisted of material things. This Temple will be everlasting, eternal in the heavens, 2nd Corinthians 5:1. “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

This Latter House that Haggai speaks of IS the Temple of our bodies, 1st Corinthians 3:16 

“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you 1st 
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Corinthians 6:19 “What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 

which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?”

1st Corinthians 6:16 “Ye are the temple of the living God.”

2nd Corinthians 5:1 “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

Jesus spoke of the temple of His body, John 2:19.

In this time which we are living, the people of the Lord seem to think, that our lives in Heaven will just be a continuation of the lives that we lived while we were here on this earth, but how can we align this with the statements of Isaiah when He writes, “the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes.

For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered nor come into mind.”

When this life here on earth comes to an end, the Scriptures that I have quoted above come to pass. There will be NO remembering of anything that happened here on this earth. We that are fortunate enough to make it into heaven will NEVER REMEMBER our loved ones or any of our life here on earth. God is preparing a people for HIMSELF, and those that have come to his desired place of PERFECTION CANNOT SIN because they are BORN of God, 1st John 3:9 “Whosoever is born of God DOTH NOT COMMIT SIN; for his seed REMAINETH in him: and he CANNOT SIN, BECAUSE HE IS BORN OF GOD.”

There will be NOTHING OF FLESH and BLOOD in heaven, 1st Corinthians 25:15 “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.”

Of course we understand that there will be many that WILL NOT be one in the 100 fold, for Jesus says there will be 30, 60, and the 100 fold, Matthew 19:29, 30. Matthew 13:8, Mark 4:8. 

We hear Christians and the unsaved say all the time, I wonder if there are, golf courses in heaven? Or “Just build my mansion next door to Jesus, or Jesus will wipe away the tears from my eyes”. These are a figure of speech that those that write these comments are using to explain the desires that they have for the treasures of heaven. These remarks often come from those that have never even read the Bible nor are saved. There will be NO FLESH AND BLOOD IN HEAVEN.” 

We need to understand that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God for how could flesh and blood exist in heaven? We learn as we read and understand the plan of God and His purpose for our redemption. Paul said in 1st Corinthians 13:9 “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

11. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

12. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face; now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”

Earlier in this writing I quoted a Scripture from Deuteronomy that advised that there was to be no iron tool lifted when they were building an altar to the Lord. This has been the practice all through the writings in the Scripture. Joshua 8: 31 “As Moses the servant of the
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 Lord commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron:”

There will be no need for any iron or broken stones to be used in the building of this Living Temple that God is building for a habitation of His Spirit, for this Temple is made up of the bodies of His Saints that God has brought together to become the City Foursquare. 

This Temple of the Living God, will dwell inside the walls of the City New Jerusalem where sin can never enter. Outside the walls of this City is sin, Revelation 22: 14-15 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have a right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

15. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.” 

In Haggai 2:3 we read that Haggai asked, You that saw the first house in all of her glory how does it compare with this temple that you are building now, and there was very little comparison with the previous Temple of Solomon. Nothing had been spared when Solomon 

was building the Temple of Solomon. Even David, his father had made preparations for the building of Solomon’s Temple, 1st Chronicles 22:1-5 “And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be builded for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries: I will therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly before his death.”

When we understand why Haggai was so concerned about the difference between the Temple of Solomon and the Temple that the Jews were building that was to replace it, we need to recognize that the Lord is now comparing those Temples that were made of worldly materials, and by the hands of man, with the Temple of our bodies that He is building into a Temple of our bodies for an habitation of His Spirit that will be eternal in the heavens, 2nd Corinthians 5:1. 

He will not accept anything in the building of this Temple of our bodies that is of the world,

And which is made up of inferior worldly products, no broken stones, etc.) PERFECTION? 

YES! 
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