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Paul writing in 2nd Corinthians 5:1 says, “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house, which is from heaven:

3. If so that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

4. For we that are in this tabernacle, do groan, being burdened: not for that we should be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.”

(But WHAT TABERNACLE is Paul referring to?)  We find the answer to this in 2nd Peter 1:12 “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye knew them, and be established in the present truth.

13. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance.” 

Do we understand that Peter in this Scripture is referring to the Temple of our Body? With this in mind let us read from 2nd Corinthians 6: 16 “What agreement hath the temple (Tabernacle) of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them; and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

17. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

18. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord.”

Reading again now from the 5th Chapter of 2nd Corinthians, 1. “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
2. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house, which is from heaven.
3. If so being that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

4. For we which are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.”

I’m not too sure how many of us are aware and understand the groaning and waiting experience on the moving of the waters of the Holy Spirit. A deeper walk with God is required for each of us. In this generation in which we live today,  we are always short of time, and for us to wait for the moving of the Holy Spirit of God seems to be very hard to do and requires patience. We are not exhorted to “tarry UNTIL” as Luke 24:49 exhorts us, for Luke says we are endued with power from on high if we tarry until.

There are times when we need to seek God in groaning and crying, which cannot be uttered, 
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not necessarily because something is wrong, but because we want more of God. There are too many things that our mind seems to pull us to, as being more important, and therefore we cannot wait for the moving of the Holy Spirit of God.

Paul says that if our earthly house (our tabernacle, our Body,) were dissolved  (in other words we die) we have a building of God, a house that is not made with hands eternal in the heavens.  This body that Paul says is not made with hands, is our fleshly body that has been born again and come to salvation or become saved by the Spirit of God. It will be eternal in the heavens, and when we pray and seek the Lord for more of the Spirit to clothe the Spiritual Body we can expect to receive our reward in heaven, some 30, some 60, and some 100 fold. Matthew 13:8 Mark 4:8. 

This is what Paul refers to as clothed upon, (by our becoming more and more subject to the Spirit of God), we shall not be found naked.
Jesus speaking to His disciples in John 16:13 says “When he, the Spirit is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.”

In 1st Corinthians 2:10-16, Paul is telling us that the natural man cannot understand what the Spirit of God would have us pray for, that is why we should be baptized with the Spirit of the Holy Ghost so that the Holy Ghost can guide us in prayer, and that is why we need all of the clothing of the Spirit of God that we can obtain. But do we want the full clothing that God desires for each of us? We should understand that the clothing that is desired of God for us, is the same clothing that John writes that the Woman of Revelation 19: 7 is clothed with. “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come and his wife hath made herself ready.
8. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in FINE LINEN, CLEAN AND WHITE: for the fine linen is the RIGHTEOUSNESS of saints.”

Revelation 15:6 “And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, CLOTHED IN PURE AND WHITE LINEN,”

Throughout both the Old and the New Testaments, God speaks of fine linen white and clean as the clothing for the righteousness of the saints. We have to understand the language of the Bible if we are to understand the revelations that accompany it, and Paul speaks of this need 

in 2nd Timothy 2: 15 and I quote, “Study to shew thyself approved unto to God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth.

16. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.

17. And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hy-me-nae-us and Phi-le-tus; 

18. Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.

19. Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

20 BUT in a great house are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honor and some to dishonor.”
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Most of the ministers of this day, preach that all that are saved, or become born again, will be 

in the same classification in heaven, but this is not what the Scriptures indicate, both Matthew and Mark speak of  30, 60, and 100 fold. The Scriptures that I have quoted, says that in a great house there are vessels of gold and silver and wood and earth, but then Paul writes there also will be some to honor and some to dishonor. 

It seems that the whole World, both Christian and Un-Christian alike, believes that all shall go to heaven, but that is not what the Bible says. In Romans 9: 13 Paul quotes a Scripture found in Malachi 1:2,3, and I quote, “As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.

14. What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.

15. For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.

16. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.

17. For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.

18. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and on whom he will he hardeneth.
19. Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will.

20. Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?

21. Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor?”

So we should be able to see that only those that come by the way of the Cross, will be given an entrance into heaven, and they will not all receive the same qualifications or rewards. Jesus said in John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Then after we accept the Way of the Cross and give our life to Him, we have to bear the fruits of the Spirit, for “Ye shall know them by their fruits” Mat 7:16, 17, 18, 19, 20, Mat 12:33.

 HOW DO WE GET THERE? 2nd Peter 1:3-12 and I quote, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

5. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
6. And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

7. And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

8. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins..

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if

ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
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11. For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

12. Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.”

This exhortation, by the apostle Peter, is part of the clothing that we are exhorted by Paul to be clothed with. Now return and read from 2nd Corinthians 5:6 “Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:

7. (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

8. We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

9. Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.”

What is Paul saying in verse 6? Do we understand that according to Paul, while we are in this physical body we are absent from the Lord. Can God be in our lives while we are still in the fleshly body? Absolutely! But the finished plan of God is for the eternal body that will dwell with Him in heaven, where we will receive our reward, some 30, some 60, and some 100 fold. And in verse 8, Paul indicates that we are confident, and willing to be absent from this fleshly body in order to be present with the Lord. Actually I personally do not know anyone that is looking forward to death in the flesh, but that is exactly what these Scriptures that we have quoted is written for us to understand. 

Sure, I understand that there are those that are in physical pain and sometimes in distress make the statement that they wish they were dead, but when we really examine them closely we find that their wishes and words, are not always as they indicate, for in verse 10, Paul says, that the next step is “We must ALL appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
11. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.”

Every one on this earth will NOT make it into heaven! Jesus speaks of this, and most of the world has forgotten His words. Matthew 7:13 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:

14. Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and FEW there be that find it.”

Luke 13:24 “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.

25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know ye not whence ye are:

26. Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets.

27. But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.

28. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you ourselves thrust out.”
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