                                                         FELLOWSHIP CHAPEL

                                                    THE LAST DAY MESSENGER

         EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIAN MARTYRDOM IN THE GREAT TRIBULATION
By Pastor Ona Bogart             March 30, 2006                 July 25, 2008                  Study #32

Many of the churches today believe that Jesus is coming and rapture (ecstatic joy) the Church, along with all of the Christians at that time. All Christians, no matter how much or how little they serve the Lord, will be taken out of the world along with the righteous dead. Those that preach this message believe that everyone that has been born again will be one in the Bride or the Church of Jesus.

I don’t understand how this teaching ever got started, for in so many places in the Book of Revelation John speaks of the death and martyrdom of the saints.

Below are some of the Scriptures that John speaks of, and he writes of the saints that are to be overcome by the Devil.

The 13th chapter of Revelation is one of the most frightening chapters in the Bible. It speaks of the Beast and His number and how all on the earth must receive a mark in their hand or forehead, if they are to buy or sell in order for them to exist. Of course all Christians and a lot of the world knows what the Bible says the number will be, and it is the number of man, which is 666, 6 body, 6 soul, and 6 spirit. The number that is identified in the Bible is written as six hundred threescore and six. I do not believe the number is really 666 as we know it, but as I said it is the number of man, and in this day of time, we have numbers for everything that we buy or sell, or are identified with.

The 13th chapter of Revelation is speaking of this Beast and His mark, and how all must take the mark if they are to buy or sell or else they will be killed. We need to read the whole chapter, but space is limited so I will quote only portions of the chapter. Verse 5. “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months, (which is 3 ½ years.)

6. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
7. And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them; and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

8. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

9. IF ANY MAN HAVE AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR.”

According to the teaching of the ones that believe in the “rapture” ALL OF THE SAINTS OF GOD will be taken out of the world, and there will be no Christians left to take the mark of the Beast. If that is true, then what about the 30, 60, and the 100 fold? Matthew 13:8 Mark 4:8. Is there no difference made between them? And if not, who is John speaking of in Revelation 13: 7-10 when He writes thus? “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to 

overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

8. And all that dwell on earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of 
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life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

9. IF ANY MAN HAVE AN EAR LET HIM HEAR.

10. He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the Saints.”

If there are no Christians in the Great Tribulation, who is John speaking of when He says, “Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” What saints? And who is he speaking of in verse 7 when he writes, “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to OVERCOME THEM.”

Read from Revelation 14:6 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the EVERLASTING GOSPEL to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.

7. Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

8. And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

9. And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

10. The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

11. And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

12. Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

13. And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from HENCEFORTH; (from this time forward) Yea saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.

14. And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

15. And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap; for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.

16. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.”

The Son of man  (Whom the Bible refers to as Jesus) sat on the WHITE cloud, and an angel came out of the temple, crying, thrust in thy sharp sickle and reap for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. In other words, the time of salvation on the earth is finished, so thrust in the sharp sickle and reap. This harvest is made up of the saints that found themselves caught up in the Great Tribulation Period of time, and they have NOT taken the mark of the Beast, and the Lord Himself has come with His golden crown and His sharp sickle to rescue them. An angel came out of the temple with the instructions to the Son of man that sat upon the white cloud to reap with His sharp sickle.
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After that another angel came out from the altar, and had power over fire; and he cried with a loud voice to the one that had the sharp sickle, gather the vine of the earth and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. This is the remainder of the people on the earth that had taken the mark of the Beast and all those that had not accepted the Lord Jesus as their Savior.

There are many, many Scriptures in the Bible that disprove the theory of the taking out of all Christians before the great Tribulation. In that day the Christians that make it through the great Tribulation won’t be serving the Lord afar off, but they will be understanding that it will take more than we have ever shown before, in order to be able to stand through this Great Time of Tribulation.

Let’s examine some more Scriptures of the saints being overcome by the Antichrist. Revelation 6:9 “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they held:

10. And they cried with a loud voice saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

11. And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, UNTIL their fellow servants also and their brethren that should be killed as they were should be fulfilled.”

Who is the Bible speaking of in these Scriptures, if there are no Christians to lay down their lives for the Lord?

Revelation 17:6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”   This is Mystery Babylon.

Revelation 18:24 “And in her was found the blood of the prophets, and of the saints and of all that were slain upon the earth.”

Revelation 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they that sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God, and which HAD NOT worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands: and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 

Revelation 14:12 “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

13. And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.”

The Christians of this day an hour, need to study for themselves and recognize that the Bible is our road map to the end of our salvation, and that it is going to take a totally committed life to the Lord to either be in the one hundred fold, the perfect Woman, or to make it through the martyrdom that will come in the Great Tribulation if we do not make the 100 fold.
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