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This morning as I read the Newspaper, I was astonished at a topic entitled, “Students’ ethics have regressed.” This piece from “Valedictorian Contender” was commenting about cheating in the schools.  Included in the article was somewhat of a survey on students and parents that responded on this subject.  A retired teacher and her husband said that cheating was rampant, in the schools, from copying homework to text messaging during tests in the classroom. Those that cheated responded with “everyone does it.” Some parents even encouraged cheating, and students are not interested when the subject is brought up, their comment is:  “Can I go now?” 

None of these things should astonish us for the Scripture is very clear on how far some will depart from right or wrong as the end of this Age draws to a close, read from 2nd Timothy 3:1,

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come’

2. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3. Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

4. Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.

5. Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
6. For of this sort are they, which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 

7. Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

But the Lord says in Daniel 11:32. “Those that do know their God shall be strong, and shall do exploits.”

With this in mind let us go to an important part of the Scripture that Amos states will come to pass in this Last Day of Time upon the earth. 

Amos 8:11 “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord:
12. And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.

Why wont they find it? Because by this time the true translations of the Bible will have vanished from the churches, and the watered down versions will lead the people astray.
13. In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.

14. They that swear by the sin of Samaria, (1st Kings 12:29, 30, Jereboam) and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and Thy manner of Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise again.”

Now I know that there is a difference between the natural and the Spiritual, but it is high time 
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that we as Christians awake out of our slumber and take the bull as it were by the horns.

With the non-interest of some that are in our culture today, those that seem not to care if we as individuals are honest and truthful, Amos brings the light of God to our attention that the same thinking is in the Christian world in this period of time. He makes it frightfully clear that even 

those that have had no interest in knowing about the things that will happen in the not too distant future, will not be able to find the answer to things that they should have known before and even now they can find no answer.
As we know, when we are familiar with the Old Testament, God was continually warning the people not to remove their neighbor’s landmarks. Deuteronomy 19:14 “Thou shalt not remove thy neighbor’s landmark, which they of old time have set in thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit in the land that the Lord thy God giveth thee to possess it.”

Deuteronomy 27: 17  “Cursed be he that removeth his neighbor’s landmark.”

Proverbs 22:28 “Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.”     

Proverbs 23:10 “Remove not the old landmark;”

Job 24:2 “Some remove the landmarks; they violently take away the flocks, and feed thereof.”

Psalms 74:9 “We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long.”

Those that do not understand the Word of God may say, “What does these Scriptures have to do with me?”  Our landmarks, are those things that we have learned from our youth, or have been taught by those that have gone before us, or those that have raised us. Years ago a large percentage of the children in America were sent, or were taken by someone, to Sunday school. There they learned the 10 Commandments, and many other exhortations from the Word of God. This does not happen in this day and time. The parents of the household will be held responsible for their children not being taught these things of God.

Those things that we learned in our youth, through Sunday school and Church, were our landmarks that helped us to grow up with a sense of right and wrong. Today we tend to fulfill the Scripture that says, “Every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” Deuteronomy 12:8, but Moses said in Numbers 15:38 “Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the boarders a rib-band of blue:

39. And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye used to go a whoring:

40. That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God.”

This instruction was to be followed into the New Testament. Jesus speaking in Matthew 18:3 says “Except ye be converted and become as little children ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” But how do we become converted? Romans 10:9 “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

11. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”
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This exhortation is all well and good but there is more than just accepting the promise of God that says, if we confess with our mouth and believe in our heart we shall be saved. In Matthew chapter 24, we learn that we must endure afflictions and false prophets that prophesy falsely, and if we can overcome and remain true to this, we then have to endure unto the end, 

Matthew 24:13 “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 

When we make our commitment to the Lord, our commitment does not pertain to just the time that we made it our commitment but it is to follow us for the rest of our lives.

 Paul found that he had to die daily, 1st Corinthians 15:31, 2nd Corinthians 4:10, 11. We have to grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord.

2nd Peter 3:18, but there will be in the last days, those that will depart from the faith of our pervious generations and preach false doctrines, and according to the Bible will deceive many, because the People of the Lord have not read and searched the truth out for themselves. 

Isaiah said that “truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter,” Isaiah 59:14. 

I will quote many scriptures below that we should take seriously if we desire to know the truth. Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.

Ezekiel 7:26 “”Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumor shall be upon rumor; then shall they see a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients.”

Jeremiah 5:31 “The prophets prophecy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?” 

Jeremiah 14:14 “The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of naught, and the deceit of their heart.”   

Jeremiah 23:25 “I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed.

26. How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? Yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart:
27 Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams, which they tell every man to his neighbor, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal.
28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully.

29. Is not my word like as a fire: saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?”

“The Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart,” Hebrews 4:12.

And the ministry of this day does not like to speak things that may cause their congregation to
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be uncomfortable, but the Word of God teaches that there are to be trials and tribulations throughout our walk with God. Sometimes the ministry is afraid to preach on these things for they do not trust God to continue to supply the finances for the church. They are concerned that the people will not continue to pay their tithes if they are told the truth of the hardships that the Lord says will come upon the Christians. They want to hear all the good of GOD IS LOVE.

Ezekiel 13: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the Lord;

3. Thus saith the Lord God; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!
4. O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.

5. Ye have NOT   gone up into the gaps neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord.”

What the Christians don’t seem to understand is, that the trials and hardships of this life are NECESSARY in order to prepare us for the time to come. If we never suffer the loss of loved ones or the hardships of just living in the everyday life, we will NOT be prepared to continue in a victorious life in Christ because we don’t understand why these hardships are happening to us.

Micah 3:7 “Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea, they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God.” (unclean when they had leprosy they covered the lips, Lev 13:45 to be ashamed)

Isaiah 30:8 Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come forever and ever:

9. That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the Lord:

10. Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophecy not unto us right things, speak unto us SMOOTH THINGS, PROPHESY DECEITS:

11. Get ye out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.”

Ezra 9: 7 Since the days of our fathers have we been in a great trespass unto this day; and for our iniquities have we, our kings, and the priests, been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to spoil, and to confusion of face, as it is this day.

8. And now for a little space grace hath been shewed from the Lord our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage.
Isaiah 22:4  “Therefore said I, Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, labor not to comfort me because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people.

5. For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and perplexity by the Lord God of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains.”

As I end this writing, I feel like Isaiah of old, I weep bitterly because of the ministry that has neglected to preach the truth of the Word of God. We will be held accountable when the time comes for our reward, and possibly before that time, for God said in Jeremiah 23: 1 “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture.”
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