                                                            FELLOWSHIP CHAPEL

                                                       THE LAST DAY MESSENGER

                                                 THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

By Pastor Ona Bogart                      Copy-rite        October, 2007                       Study # 26

When was the last time we heard a message, or heard someone explain, or preach, on the Judgment Seat of Christ? The Judgment seat of Christ is just as much an important part of the Bible as John 3:16, which I quote. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  We understand that God loves the whole world, but there are conditions that those that receive the only begotten Son (Jesus), as their personal Savior must meet, if they are to partake of this promise of everlasting life. 

Oh yes, the world, as well as the ministers of this hour, like to preach on this Scripture, John 3:16, that God so loved the world, because it promises that God loves everybody and that is true, but the ministers promise that salvation is free. It IS free to a point (the promise of salvation), but after we accept Christ as our personal Savior, then our work has to begin.  Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Philippians 2:12.” 

James writes in Philippians 2:17, “Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18.Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

9.Thou believest that there is one God: thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

20. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?”

The apostle Paul writes in 2nd Corinthians 5:10 “For we must ALL appear before the Judgment seat of Christ: that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 

Everyone, that believes that they are going to heaven, has to be made to understand that there is a lot more to salvation than just accepting Christ as their personal Savior. When we make a commitment to the Lord, our lives have to change, for we will receive the rewards or correction, for our deeds that we have acquired here on the earth in the flesh. And when we appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ we will be placed in our permanent position in heaven.  Do we not understand that there will be different positions in heaven? The Christians will give account for every deed done in the flesh. The Bible is clear that we are judged according to our deeds done in the flesh.  Romans 2:6 “Who will render to every man according to his deeds:”
Colossians 3: 8 “Now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

9. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

10. And have put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:”
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Romans 8:12 “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify  (kill, or do away with) the deeds of the body, ye shall live.”  

In Malachi chapter 2:17 Malachi writes, “Ye have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Everyone that doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delighteth in them; or Where is the God of judgment? 

Through the prophet Malachi, the Lord begins to answer these questions in chapter 3: 1 “Behold I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

2. BUT who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:
3. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteous-ness.”

Later in verse 16 of this same chapter, the Prophet writes, “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a Book of Remem-brance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.”

A Book of Remembrance? Yes, God is keeping a Book of Remembrance on the deeds and the acts of everyone in this world. David wrote in Psalms 56:8 “Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?” This Book of Remembrance does not always contain the actions and things that benefit us as we journey on in our salvation, because we have to give an account of all the things that God finds unpleasing in His sight as well as the good things that we will be given credit for.

In this walk with the Lord, we are required to bear fruit, (testify to others, give of ourselves to others, help the sick and weary, pray without ceasing, etc) Jesus speaking in parables to the multitudes said to them, “Behold, a Sower went forth to sow;

4. And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

5. Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up because they had no deepness of earth:

6. And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.

7. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:

8. But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

9. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Jesus continues in Matthew 13:8 15. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear! In other words 

Jesus is telling those that He was speaking about, that the seed that fell on good ground and 

brought forth fruit, would be rewarded for the abundance of fruit that they brought forth.
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He said that some would receive 100 fold, some would receive 60 fold, and some would receive only 30 fold.”

The disciples couldn’t understand why Jesus was speaking to them in parables so He 

continued to speak to them, and in verse  #11 He says, “Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

12. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

13. Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.

14. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esias which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

15. For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,  and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.”

The Lord is trying to make the disciples understand that the ones that receive 100 fold will be given even more and they shall have more abundance, but the ones, the 60 and the 30 fold, that have not attained to the fullness of their ability and have not attained everything that they could have acquired, from them shall be taken away even the portion that they have attained. He is not being unkind or harsh, for He explains that their eyes THEY HAVE CLOSED. 

He did not close their eyes, or cause them to become deficient in their walk with Him. They themselves, closed their own eyes and did not understand because of their own inability to walk with Him in His fullness. Many things can separate us from fulfilling our devotion to the Lord. Sometimes even the love for family members can pull us away from our devotion to the things of Christ.

The Lord tried to help His disciples understand that those that had more should receive more, and those that had less would receive less, but what about the ministers of today? Do they not also need to understand the difference in the classification of the 100 fold, the 60 fold, and the 30 fold? Why do they not understand, and why do they not teach it? Have they too closed their eyes?

I would suspect that there are only a few in the Christian world, that realize that they will have to appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, and give account of their deeds done in the flesh, whether they be good or evil. The ministers of this day and hour do not preach to them that, they are being judged by their faith, and their works, even in this hour of time. 

There are many sins that are more serious to God than others, and I refer to them.

Proverbs 6:16 “These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

17. A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

18. An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

19. A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.”
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A PROUD LOOK:  Proverbs 16:18.”Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.

19. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.

A LYING TONGUE: Revelation 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and ALL LIARS, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

FEET THAT BE SWIFT IN RUNNING TO MISCHIEF: 2nd Samuel 16:8 “The Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned; and the Lord hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man.”

HE THAT SOWETH DISCORD AMONG BRETHREN: 1st Chronicles 16:22, & Psalms 105:15 “Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.”

These are sins that the Lord has said that He hates, and the seventh one is an abomination to Him. In verse 14, God makes it clear that frowardness (disobedient, intractable) in the heart 

of him that runs to mischief and sows discord among the brethren, is very serious with Him. 

God hates the actions of those that disturb and sow discord among others that are in a body of Christians. Sometimes they even cause discomfort in the congregation and cause some to quit attending church altogether. If we are not aware of these sins that we will give account for, we need to read and study for ourselves, and surely we will find that this journey to heaven is not without consequences. Let us repeat, 2nd Corinthians 5:10 “For we must ALL appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may RECEIVE the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

Through the months that I have been writing and posting messages on the Website, I have in times past, spoken of a people that will come to perfection while they are still here on this earth. This perfected People that Paul speaks of in Ephesians 4:12-15, will not have to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. They have already died out to all of their sins in the flesh, and Paul relates this promise to Timothy in 2nd Timothy 5:24 “Some men’s sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men thy follow after.

25. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid.”

The importance of this truth IS: If we recognize our sins and faults, then we need to correct them and make them right, in other words, even as Jesus has promised in Revelation 2:7 “He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches: To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”

We that have served the Lord for a long period of time should have come to the place that 

we are able to recognize the importance of these truths. We should realize that we can never 
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be one in that 100 fold if there are still things in our walk with the Lord that we have not made right. This walk with the Lord is a serious thing with God. 

Below I have quoted some Scriptures that we will be judged by.

Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

Phil 4: 17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.

Hebrews 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

1 Peter 4: 4 “Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:

5. Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.

ANOTHER JUDGMENT! WHAT IS THIS?

Revelation 20:11 “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

12. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” 
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