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The Apostle Peter writes in 2nd Peter 1:2-4 “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3. According as His Divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that called us to glory and virtue.
4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these we might be PARTAKERS of the DIVINE NATURE, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

I wonder! ……Do we understand or have a CLUE as to what Peter is saying to us? I believe that Peter understood what he was writing about, but he realized that he had not obtained the Divine Nature. The Divine Nature that Peter is referring to, can only be understood by reading and understanding the rest of the Scriptures that are written for our admonition, and just what God is working to accomplish in a people for His name’s sake, Matthew 10:22 19:29 24:9 Mark 13:13 Luke 6:22 21:12 John15: 21 Acts 9:16 1st John 2:12   3rd John 1:7.

Actually the whole Bible revolves around a people for His NAME’S SAKE. 

Throughout this writing I will be referring to other Scriptures that pertain to the Divine Nature that must be in each of us before we reach the full growth in Christ Jesus. In 1st Samuel 12:22 Samuel said to the people, “For the Lord will not forsake his people for his great name’s sake:” 

Galatians 3:29…4:1 “Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all;

2. But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.

3. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world;

4. But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,”

We have a promise from God that we shall be heirs and joint heirs, with Christ, but Paul said that we are not any different from a servant though we have all of these promises, (be Lord of all) unless we use the revelations that are in the Word of God, for we are still under those that have the understanding and knowledge of the truths of the whole plan of Salvation, in other words we are dull of hearing, because we are to go on to all the other things that are written in the Bible.

As long as we stay in a state without knowledge of the truths that Paul refers to as, hard to understand, we will fall behind in the instructions that God speaks about when he says for “His Name’s Sake” and other mysteries in the Bible. And what are some of the promises that we as a people should claim?

John 1:12 “As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of God, even 
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to them that believe on His name.”

Romans 8:19 “The earnest expectation of the CREATURE WAITETH for the manifestation of
the Sons of God.”

But what IS the manifestation of the Sons of God? Jesus said greater works that these shall he do, John 14:12. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to my Father.

13. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

1 John 3:1-2 “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the Sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

2. Beloved, now are we the Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 

Jesus is speaking to all that will pay the price in order that they might become one in the manifested sons of God. The world will not believe the works that they see with their own eyes, even as they did not believe the works that Jesus did.

John 1:12 “As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.” Once again we see the importance of  “the Name”.  And we see again He gave them power to become one of the sons of God. This part of becoming one of the sons of God is no easy matter. When we begin to inquire just what it cost Jesus, then we may not even realize that “our life as an individual” will have to be forsaken.

I can hear even as I write, the Os and awes that come from the people of God that will not believe the miracles and demonstration of the power of God that will be displayed, by some that they thought were just too far off with this power of God. When Jesus was advised that His mother and brethren awaited outside to speak with Him He said, “Who is my mother, or my brethren? Mark 3: 33-35, also see 1st Corinthians 7:29.

Matthew 17:20 A man brought his son who was an epileptic to the disciples and they could not cure him, then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me.

18. And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour.

19. And then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out?

20. And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard see, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

21. Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” Goeth not out but by Fasting and prayer? What people in this hour of time, knows how to groan and fast?

This People that the Lord is speaking of will be a peculiar people. Moses writes of this desire of God to have a PECULIAR people in Exodus 19:5 and we read, “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
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people; “

Again in Deuteronomy 14:2 “Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself above all the nations that are upon the earth.”

And again in Deuteronomy 26:18 “The Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his commandment.

19 And to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour; and that thou mayest be an holy people unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken.”

Now we that are learned in the Word of God know and understand, that God’s desire to have a peculiar people could not have happened in the days that Moses was striving to get the people to the promise Land. It took a period of time, approximately 6,000 years from Adam to the finished product of Christ and His Church, for God to work out His plan for a Perfected People. As we know, this peculiar people is not brought about by just our desire to become one in that number. It costs us dearly of our fleshly desires and of our fleshly love for our loved ones.

                                                        RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY
Leviticus 19:2 “Ye shall be holy; for I the Lord your God am holy.”

Enoch walked with God! Noah preached righteousness while he was doing a very strange job.

What Job? Building an ark where there had never been water.

Zecharias and Elizabeth were both righteous before God walking in ALL the commandments and ordinances, BLAMELESS before GOD.

Virtue: moral righteousness, excellence, uprightness in principles and conduct.

Job 28:14 I put on righteousness and it clothed me. How did righteousness clothe Job? We can find the answer to this from 2nd Corinthians 4. Paul said that we should be clothed upon! (We need to read all) And after we have read this chapter, then we get to the meat of what He is speaking about, and I quote 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:
3. IF so being clothed we shall not be found naked.

4. For we that are in this tabernacle do GROAN, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

5. Now he that hath wrought us for the SELFSAME thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit

6. Therefore we are always confident, knowing that whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 

7. (For we walk by faith, not by sight;)

8. We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

9. Wherefore we labor, that whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.”

Read again from 2 Peter 3:3 “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
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pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Job 27:2-6 “As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul;

3. All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;

4. My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.

5. God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me.

6. My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.”
                                               NOW LET ME PUT THIS ALL TOGETHER.
I quote from Hebrews 8:11-14 “Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.

12. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

13. For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

14. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

1ST Peter 2: 11 “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good words, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day 

of visitation.

13. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;

14. Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evil -doers, and for the praise of them that do well.

15. For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.

16. As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.

                                           WE MUST USE WHOLESOME WORDS:

Timothy picks this up and calls it wandering about from house to house being idle: tattlers, busybodies, speaking things, which they ought not.

Definition of WORDS:

Diligence: Persistent application to one’s work or duty: persevering effort.

Faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen.

Knowledge: deep and extensive learning

Temperance: calmness and self-control

Patience: The state of being patient
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Godliness: filled with reverence and love for God. PIOUS: exhibiting respect and affection.

Charity: Providing help to the poor, alms-giving, brotherly love.

Ephesians 4:22-32 5:1-19 READ

Go to Ephesians 4: 21-32

Some of us would be offended if we read from Hebrews 6:1 and I quote. “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,

2. Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment”

Paul writes that we should lay aside these doctrines of what will happen at the resurrection of the dead, and the message of repentance, and study all of the other promises that are written in the Word of God. Does this indicate that we should not preach on these things at all? God forbid, but we should not hobby on only these messages, there are other mysteries that we should be reading and learning about.

2 Corinthians 5:11- 21 READ ALL

ABBA Father! Jesus used this term once & Paul used it twice.  Abba: Aramaic word for Father, translated into Greek, and then into English.  The corresponding Hebrew word is AB.

Sunday Morning

June 26, 2005          

                                    MAKING OUR WAY TO HIS DIVINE NATURE #2

Read from 2 Peter 2: 1-12 READ. 

Virtue: ad-hearing to moral law, Uprightness.

We must be Just: Fair; adhering to high moral standards, Upright, and honest, Righteous in the sight of God.

We must be Righteous: Confirming in disposition and conduct to a standard of right and justice, upright, virtuous, morally right.

                                                           RIGHTEOUS AND JUST

Genesis 7:1 And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark: for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.

Genesis 6:9 Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.

Genesis 5:22 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not; for God took him.

Matthew 1:19 Then Joseph her husband, being a Just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.

Matthew 27:19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that Just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.

Verse 24. When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this Just Person: see ye to it.
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Mark 6:20 Herod feared John, knowing that he was a Just man, and an holy, and observed 

him; and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.

Luke 1:1 Zechariah and Elizabeth were both righteous before God walking in all commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

                    WHAT DOES IT TAKE FOR US TO BECOME A JUST PERSON?

Joseph, even though he knew Mary was pregnant, did not gossip or make remarks about her.

Pilate, knew that Jesus was righteous.
Enoch walked with God! Noah preached righteousness while he was doing a very strange job.

July 3, 2005.

Part of Making Our Way to His Divine Nature #3

PECULIAR: Exodus 19:5 “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people;”

DEUTERONOMY: 14:2 Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself above all the nations that are upon the earth.

26:18 The Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his commandments.

19. And to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour; and that thou mayuest be an holy people unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken.

Psalms 135:1-4 Praise ye the Lord, Praise ye the name of the Lord; praise him, O ye servants of the Lord.

2. Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the house of our God;

3. Praise the Lord: for the Lord is good: sing praises unto his name, for it is pleasant.

4. For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.

Titus 2”1-14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself, a peculiar people, ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS.

15. These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.

1 Peter 2:9 Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a PECULIAR people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:

July 10, 2005

This is the 4th message I have preached on Divine Nature, and what it takes to accomplish this. 

Read again from 2 Peter 3:3 “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

The Scriptures are loaded with this theme of Righteousness. 

Job 29:14 “I put on righteousness and it clothed me:”
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                                                           RIGHTEOUSNESS

Job said that He put on righteousness and it clothed Him.

Job 27:2-6 “As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul;

3. All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils;

4. My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.

5. God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me.
6. My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.”

 Genesis 30:33 “So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come.”
Job 36:3 “I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. (ascribe: attribute to a cause).

Do we have the knowledge that ascribes to righteousness, to fetch it from our past learning?

Psalms 23:3 He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness.

Proverbs 10:2 “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.
Proverbs 11: 4 “Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.”

Hebrews 1:1-9 READ ALL verse 9 “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

Psalms 45:7 “Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, my God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” 

Psalms 118:19-23 “Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord:

20 This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter.

21. I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.

22. The stone, which the builders refused, is become the head stone of the corner.

23 This is the Lord’s doing: it is marvelous in our eyes.”

Jeremiah 23:6 In His day Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is His name whereby He shall be called, “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

Daniel 4:27 “Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness,”
Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish transgressions, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.”

1 Corinthians 15:34 “Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.”
2 Corinthians 5:21 “For he hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”

2 Corinthians 6:14 What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?”

2 Corinthians 6:7 Paul speaks of –“-by the armor of righteousness.”
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Ephesians 6:14 “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the

breastplate of righteousness.”

We have tried to illustrate the difference between God’s clothing of righteousness and our righteousness which is as filthy rags, Isaiah 64:6.

Read Ezekiel 16:3-63. She was so beautiful that She trusted in her own beauty and didn’t even know that it was because of God’s clothing that she prospered. Read this whole chapter. Hosea 2:8. 

Sunday Morning

July 10, 2005

                                          MAKING OUR WAY TO HIS DIVINE NATURE

Do we have the knowledge that ascribes to righteousness, to fetch it from our past learning?

Psalms 23:3 He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness.

Proverbs 10:2 “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.
Proverbs 11: 4 “Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.”

Hebrews 1:1-9 READ ALL verse 9 “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

Psalms 45:7 “Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, my God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” David was the apple of God’s eye.

Psalms 118:19-23 “Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord:

20 This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter.

21. I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.

22. The stone, which the builders refused, is become the head stone of the corner.

23 This is the Lord’s doing: it is marvelous in our eyes.”

Jeremiah 23:6 In His day Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is His name whereby He shall be called, “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

Daniel 4:27 “Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness,”

Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish transgressions, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.”

Sunday Morning

July 17, 2005

                                  MAKING OUR WAY TO HIS DIVINE NATURE

The last 5 weeks we have tried to let the Scriptures indicate just what it will take in order for us to possess the “Divine Nature” that Peter speaks of in 2 Peter 1:3-4 “According as his divine
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power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

We have tried to illustrate the difference between God’s clothing of righteousness and our clothing of righteousness which Isaiah says, “is as filthy rags,” Isaiah 64:6, but do we begin to understand the things that this life will cost us if we are to overcome the trials and wickedness of the Enemy of our souls? Hosea 4:14 says, “The people that doth not understand shall fall.”

                                          WHAT DO WE HAVE TO UNDERSTAND?

Mathew 24:4 “Take heed that no man deceive you.

5. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

6. And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

7. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

8. All these are the beginning of sorrows.

9. Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.

10. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

11. And false prophets shall deceive many.

12. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

13. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

Amos 8:11 “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord:   

12. And they shall wander from sea to sea and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.

13. In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.

This is the time when the Perfected Church of Jesus Christ goes forth to preach the Gospel.

Can we equate this with Joel 3:13-14? Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great.

14. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.”
                            THE PEOPLE THAT DO NOT UNDERSTAND SHALL FALL!

Daniel 11:32 “Such as do wickedly against the covenant shall be corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

33. And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.

34. Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.
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35. And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.  

Have we understood that we will be tried in a “furnace of affliction? Isaiah 48:10 “Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.”

Then Malachi says “He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers soap:

3. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”

This will not be an easy WAY for the Christian to make it through.

We read in Hosea chapter 2 where Israel decked herself with her earrings and her jewels and went after her lovers, and forgot that the Lord had provided Her with all of those things. 

Let’s read the whole chapter and see if we can appreciate all of the things that the Lord provides for us that we may be unaware of.

Then in Ezekiel 16 we read how the Lord found Her wallowing in her own blood, and He took her up and washed Her with water and anointed her with oil and then, “He decked her with His CLOTHING OF FINE LINEN AND SILK and put His BRACLET on Her hands and a CHAIN around Her neck and His EARRINGS IN Her ears.” 

She was so beautiful that she trusted in her own beauty and didn’t even know that it was because of God’s clothing that She prospered. When God had clothed Her with His clothing the transition was from ungodly to Godly but She had no knowledge of that. Her renown went forth among he heathen for Her beauty: for her beauty was Perfect Through the comeliness of God. Then She trusted in Her own beauty, just like Lucifer.

Then God asked “How weak is thine heart, with the Lord God, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman:  imperious: (domineering, arrogant).









10

