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Paul Speaking to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:6…”I put thee in remembrance that thou STIR UP the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.”

Timothy was a young convert of the Apostle Paul, and Paul on several occasions had to remind and exhort him in the ways of operating a church. Because of Timothy’s youth apparently the older men were being a problem to him. 

Paul says, “I greatly desire to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy. 

5. When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eu ni ce; and I am persuaded that in thee also.

6. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

7. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”

Romans 11:29 “The gifts and calling of God are without repentance.”  

This is very important to each of us, but although these gifts that God has given us, including salvation, are not taken from us, we can certainly loose the inspiration that comes with using them, and they can lie dormant in our lives. 

Just how long God will allow the anointing that goes along with them is questionable! And Paul exhorts Timothy to STIR UP that gift that he has been given. If we do not use the gift that God has given us it will be like the oil that leaks from a broken vessel.

After exhorting Timothy in this part of his ministry Paul takes the next Book to continue to tell him how to run the church that he is pastor of.

1 Timothy 4:11 These things command and teach.
12. Let no man despise thy youth; be thou an example of the believers, in Word, in 

conversation, in Charity, in Spirit, in faith, in purity.

13. Till I come give attendance to READING to EXERTATION to DOCTRINE. 

14. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.

15. Meditate upon these things; give thyself WHOLLY to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.’

Paul exhorted Timothy to give all of his time WHOLLY OVER to reading, and exhortation and doctrine and studying the Scriptures, so that he would be fully prepared to give an answer to every man for all of the questions that might arise during his pasturing of the church. This recommendation does not happen too much in our churches. Many Pastors only know and understand the simple things of the Gospel. If Timothy had understood the mysteries of the Bible, he probably would not have had a reason for Paul to exhort him to study and have an answer for his youth. Then Paul continues and says  “Take HEED unto thy self, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and 
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them that hear thee.” 

Paul was harsh in his instructions to Timothy, and in 1Timothy 5:24-25  he says “Some men’s sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after.
25. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest before hand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid.”

What is Paul saying here? He is saying that some of the people of God will reach the 100 fold, or in other words become perfect, while they are still here on the earth, and therefore they will not have to be judged later at the Judgment Seat of Christ, because they have already overcome all of their sins while they were here on the earth. Then after this instructions, Paul said “Some men’s sins are open before hand going before to judgment; and some men’s sins they follow after” Jesus also indicates this when HE speaks of 30, 60, and 100 fold, Matthew 19:, 6  Mark4:8-9.

1 Timothy 6:2 “These things teach and exhort.

3. If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine, which is according to godliness;

4. He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strife of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,

5. Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: From such withdraw thyself.

6. But godliness with contentment is great gain.

7. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

8. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

9. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

11. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, faith , love, patience, meekness.

12. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called and hast professed before many witnesses.

13. I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

14. That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15. Which in HIS TIMES HE SHALL SHEW, WHO IS, the blessed and ONLY POTENTATE,  the KING of kings, and LORD of lords:

16. WHO ONLY hath immortality, DWELLING in the LIGHT which no man can approach unto: WHOM no man hath seen, nor can see: to WHOM be honor and power EVERLASTING.”

These are very powerful instructions, and they probably will not be taken to heart in this era of time, because this nation has become so corrupt and filled with disbelief. When I was young, America could be included in the Scripture that says,“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,” but it certainly does not fit this description in this category now.

Read From 2 Timothy 2:1-26   2 Timothy 3:1-17.

2 Timothy 4”1-13.
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                     Continuing with DESIRE SPIRITUAL GIFTS 1 Corinthians 14:1.

What are the gifts of the Spirit for? Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:11 “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors and teachers;

12. For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”

13. Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

14. That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”

If ANY pastor would make a statement like Paul has made: (by the sleight of men, and, they lie in wait to deceive, Our congregation would have a real time with that.) There are Pastors and Ministers out there today, who not only would do this, but are deceitful in many things.

1 Corinthians 12:1-21 Read and discuss.

1 Corinthians 12:7 “The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”

Paul said, that “the Spiritual Gifts were given, FOR EVERY MAN TO PROFIT WITHAL” but  HOW?  “That we may grow up into him in ALL THINGS,”

Verse 8 “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom;” Wisdom is very important. There is a time for everything, and we can certainly speak things that are not in God’s time.

Proverbs 4:7 “Wisdom is the principle thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get under-standing.”

Proverbs 2:10-11 “When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;

11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee;”

Continue to read from verse 8 through 11.

12:11 “”But all these worketh that one and selfsame Spirit, and dividing to every man severally as he will.

GOD IS NOT GOING TO GIVE US MORE THAN WE CAN UNDERSTAND AND, UNTIL WE USE WHAT WE HAVE AND ARE COMFORTABLE WITH WHAT WE HAVE! WE HAVE TO BE EXERCISE IN OUR GIFTS FOR WE CAN CERTAINLY GET IN THE FLESH  IF WE DONOT HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING. 

Hebrews 5:14 “But strong meat (OR GIFTS) belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

HOW DO WE GO ABOUT RECEIVING THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT? We will have to spend a whole lot of desire, seeking, waiting on the Lord in prayer, and truly giving ourselves WHOLLY OVER TO OUR TIME WITH GOD, IF WE desire to be used by God in prophecy, speaking in tongues, healing the sick etc.

Romans 12:1-21 “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the 

mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a LIVING SACRIFICE,  holy, acceptable unto God, which IS YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE.”     Without spot or wrinkle.

1 Corinthians 14:12 “Forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, SEEK THAT YE MAY 
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EXCEL TO THE EDIFYING OF THE CHURCH.”

How do we go about recognizing what will edify the Church?

1 Corinthians 10 24 “Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth.”

Romans 15:1,2 “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

2. Let everyone of us please his neighbor for his good to edification.”

Paul was going to send Timothy to help the church at Philippi.

Philippians 2:20-21 “I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.

21. For all seek their own, not the things of Christ’s”
THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT EDIFY THE CHURCH.

1 Corinthians 12:31 “But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.”

Sunday Morning 

December 12, 2004

DESIRE SPIRITUAL GIFTS 1 Corinthians 14:1. “Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.
2. For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.

4.But he that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself ; but he that prophifieth edifieth   the church.
What are the gifts of the Spirit for? They are to help the church understand what the Lord is in the process of doing, and that the saints may be exercised. The following Scriptures explain the difference between speaking in tongues and prophesying.

Quoting now from the words of Paul; he explains what the Lord desires for His people to understand.

Ephesians 4:11 “He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors and teachers;

12. For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”

13. Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

14. That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”

1 Corinthians 12:1 “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 

12:7 “The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”
Paul said, “FOR EVERY MAN TO PROFIT”………….HOW?  “That we may grow up into him in ALL THINGS,”

8 “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom;” Today especially in this hour of time,
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