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Genesis 1:26-27 “And God said, Let us make man in Our Image, after Our Likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27. So God created man in His Own Image in the Image of God created he him; male and female created he them.”

Our thoughts or the conception, that the earthly man looks like God has become a vision in the minds of people in the world. This notion comes about because of a lack of study on this Image in God’s likeness. It has been just taken for granted that man looks like God.

An image is something that expresses a thought in our minds: something that may or may not be seen with the natural eye.

The Prophets’ writings form many images in our minds, and because of our imaginations of things that they have written, we form our own image of what they are portraying. One example is in Nahum, 2:4. Nahum was describing chariots that rage in the streets. We believe them to be cars, but Nahum had to describe them as chariots, because he did not have a vision of our inventions of today.

We use our knowledge of natural things in the world to visualize things that are Spiritual, but we need to always realize that natural and Spiritual are two separate things.

We don’t visualize the Lamb of God (Jesus) as looking like a sheep or an ox.  They are types and shadows of the Son of God who was to come. We don’t visualize the things in the Ark of the Covenant as the Image of God. Moses was told to build things according to the pattern shown to him in the mount, Exodus 25:40, he was given the dimensions of what he was to 

build, and there is no record that he saw an image of them.

As I have been preaching for the last month or two, on the Temple of the Living God, We have clearly seen that it is not to be a Temple made with hands. Then we had to get out of an Image of material things used here on earth, into the Spiritual Image of what God was portraying. And we found that It was a Building built of Lively Stones of our bodies built up a Spiritual House, 1 Peter 2:4-5, eternal in the heavens, 2 Corinthians 5:1. 

If we can understand the marvelous things that the Bible speaks of, in 1st Kings 8:27 and I quote,“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded.” When the Lord speaks of the Holy Temple in heaven, He does not want us to think that it looks like something here on earth that is built of material things. Solomon understood this, He put enormous amounts of Gold in the Temple, but it only typified the deity of God. The Temple of God in heaven surely
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will not look like Solomon’s Temple, for it will be a Spiritual Temple of our bodies, it will not be made with hands, 1 Peter 2:5. It will be a Spiritual House that is not made with the hands of man even as Paul indicates in Hebrews 3:6 and I quote “But Christ as a son over His OWN House; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing firm unto the end.”  So we can see the Image of the Temple of God in heaven is so enormous that the description of God’s Image for man, made after His Own Image, is not like we might visualize God. Jesus said, “Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.” God did not say that He made man to look like Him, but that He made man in HIS OWN IMAGE.

God formed man from the dust of the ground and made him to His Own liking. He breathed His Image into Adam’s body, (HIS SOUL LIFE) Genesis 2:17. No man has seen the Soul Life of God at any time, neither can they see Him for “God is a Spirit.”  John 4:24.

Adam had to be given an earthly body made from the dust of the ground: one that we could see with our natural eyes. His body was of the earth terrestrial, the Image of man. In the body of Adam, God is represented as the celestial body, 1st Corinthians 15. Paul says there are bodies terrestrial and bodies celestial. One carries the earthly glory, and the other carries the heavenly glory; “As we have borne the Image of the earthy, we shall also bear the Image of the heavenly,” 1st Corinthians 15:49.”

The first man Adam was the Image of the earthy, and a Living Soul, (that is, God’s Image on the INSIDE), that brought life to the earthy man, the earthy Image. The Image of God will never be seen in shape, for God has no shape, but God’s created man Adam, shows God’s Image through Adam’s body.

The Image of God is seen in the NEW MAN, THE INNER MAN, Colossians 3:9-10. “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the Old Man with his deeds;

10. And have put on the New Man, which is renewed in knowledge after the Image of Him that created him:”

Paul says in Romans 8:29, the Spirit makes intercession for us, and we are conformed to the Image of His Son. In order for us to be able to understand these Scriptures, we need the knowledge and understanding of our Creator and HIS IMAGE in the NEW MAN.

The first Adam was a living Soul. He was the earthy Image, in whom God placed His OWN IMAGE of life. There is no other way for God to reveal Himself: He needs a masterpiece to work through. Remember, God said, “Let US make man in OUR IMAGE, and it goes without saying Whom He was speaking of, for all things were made by Jesus, the WORD, spoken by the Father.

The words, OUR IMAGE, shows that Adam was not complete in the FULNESS of the heavenly IMAGE, because when man was created, God created him (Adam) in HIS OWN IMAGE, Genesis 1:27, “So God created man in HIS OWN IMAGE, in the IMAGE OF GOD, created He him.” Now as the Bible says, in His Own Image, then only part of the Scripture that says “in our Image” has not been brought to pass yet. 
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The purpose of Creation was for man to bear both the Image of God the Father, and the Image of the Son, Jesus, Genesis 1:26, so at the time of the Creation of Adam, God’s man was  

only given, the Image of God the Father which is the Soul Life, Genesis 1:27. There is a difference between the Soul Image and the Spirit Image. The Soul Image was only the beginning of God’s proposed Creation, which God had planned would inherit the heavenly kingdom. It was only the beginning of the Lord’s heavenly man. Man is to be tested, tried, and proven, before He can be made perfect in the heavenly Image of the fullness of the Godhead. The Creature was not created in the fullness of God, but rather in a part of the fullness, and is to grow into his Perfection. 

Every Creature that God created, fowl, animal, fish, etc were created and were to multiply, and grow from the beginning stages of life, into a full a grown product. Adam was ordained to grow into the full productive life of a new divine creature of God. Thus Adam was given only a Soul Image of life in the flesh and was to develop into the full stage of life in the Spirit.

We know that Adam with only the Soul Life of God proved to be weak and was overcome and subject to sin, but this was in accordance with the plan of God, Romans 8:20-21 “For the creature was made subject to vanity, NOT WILLINGLY, but by reason of Him Who hath subjected the same in hope,

21. Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the Children of God.”

We as the Saved of the Lord, can only be delivered from the bondage of corruption as the Lord had planned, by our own desire. The creature, You and I, were made SUBJECT to sin, not because we had a desire to be free from sin but because God HAD HOPED that we would desire to be free from sin. We have a choice between good and evil, but Lucifer did not have a choice for He was created PERFECT. 

Before the Creature can be made perfect, as God has planned from the foundation of the world, God’s creature needed the Image or Spirit of His Son, Jesus. So God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a LIVING SOUL, Genesis 2:7. This truth is confirmed by the Apostle Paul in 1st Corinthians 15:45, when he said, “The first man Adam, was made a living soul; the last Adam (Jesus) was made a Quickening Spirit.”

The Christian world as a whole will not accept this truth made in open statements of the Bible, but whether we accept it or not, it doesn’t change this word of truth. God has set in motion His Man with only a Soul life. His man was Body and Soul of God, and then when Adam was overcome, by the Serpent, the Spirit of the Devil entered in, and whether we want to accept it or not the Bible indicates this.

The Image of the Father was given to the fleshly man, and that brought the life to His earthy man, but the fullness of Godly life was not imparted to him, so the fullness of the Image of the 
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Son of God, the heavenly Image, was not given to Adam at the time of his creation and he could never be complete until the Image of the Son, (the Quickening Spirit) was imparted.

Four thousand years after the Creation of Adam, God sent His Son to complete His purposed plan that was to bring about His NEW MAN. This new QUICKENING SPIRIT of the

SECOND MAN ADAM, was given the opportunity to fulfill the deliverance from sin, that God had hoped for, but the delivery from sin was to be a freedom of choice for the earthy man Adam, and even though God said, Let us make man in our Image, He purposely withheld the Image of His Son until Jesus had come and died, and became the Quickening Spirit. This was planned in heaven before the world was created, Revelation 13:8. The first man Adam was given the Image of God to bring life into the body. This was the beginning of the plan that would produce a sinless creature. 

The second man Adam was made a Quickening Spirit and it was hoped by God, that the Second Adam would develop into the full Image of the heavenly Adam (ie) the full image of the Father and the Son, thus bringing about the promise of a perfected NEW MAN. 

To create is to cause to come into existence, and not necessarily be visible to the natural eye, however in Adam the visible and the invisible were created, the invisible being made manifest through the visible creation. God permitted His creature to be bound in sin, but He also made a way of deliverance through the New Creation of the IMAGE of His Son. And therefore the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the SONS OF GOD, Romans 8:19.

The first creation Adam, could not subdue the world, for he was made subject to vanity, until God completed BOTH OF THEIR IMAGES in him.  The IMAGE of Jesus’ Quickening Spirit made the Adamic man able to overcome the world, Revelation 3:21. It is this creation that Paul speaks of in 2nd Corinthians 5:17. “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

When the Adamic man takes the Image of Jesus, he becomes a new creature. This makes the created man both the Image of God and the Image of Jesus, fulfilling the words of God in the beginning, Genesis 1:26.

When Jesus said to Philip, “he that hath seen me hath seen the Father” John 14:8-12, He was not speaking of the earthly Temple, but He was speaking of the Image of the Father and the Image of the Son, being manifested through the body, John 14:9-10.

Every Adamic man carries the Image of the Father and is under the bondage of sin until God completes the earthly man by bringing in the Image of His Son. The body of Jesus was not formed from the dust of the ground, He received His body through the virgin Mary, and thus  HE became the first dual Image of the Father and the Son through the manifestation of the Quickening Spirit that was in His body. This shows us that the Adamic Image can be delivered, and we can grow into a perfect being through the creation of the second Man, Jesus.
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Paul tells us in 2nd  Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

Paul says in Galatians 4:19 “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.” 

Paul speaking of Jesus says in Colossians 1:27,  “Christ in you the hope of glory.” 

Paul is speaking of Jesus in Colossians 1:15  “Who is the Image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.” 

Hebrews 1:3 Paul is speaking of Jesus “Who being the brightness of his glory and the express Image of his person.” 
Here in these quotations, Paul is speaking of the Image of the heavenly, and not the fleshly body of the Adamic man that the Image dwells in. The life that God imparted to man carries a Godly conscience. Remember it is the Image of God. It is Godly life. Therefore the conscience of His Image in relation to God, always reaches out to the Lord, and knowing right from wrong the conscience is disturbed when it is not following the path of righteousness.

Man knowing to do good and letting the Enemy of his soul, or the fleshly desires cause him to do wrong, the Godly life which is given to him becomes weak therefore he does not take advantage of the strength of the Godly life. Although the Lord desires all men to use the strength of His Image and serve Him, it still remains a privilege to whosoever will to accept the goodness of God, but it is not compulsory.

                                                    THE IMAGE OF THE FATHER

 There are different stages of a Christian’s walk with God, and it depends on the strength that one draws from the Image or life given to us by God. Under the Old Testament dispensation, the Adamic man was privileged to reach the place where he could walk with God, but he could not reach the place of perfection in relation to the Godhead, because the full Image of the Father and the Son had not been given.  Jesus had not come and died, so man under the Old Testament could only receive the Image of God the Father.

Under the New Testament, the Image of the Son was created in the Second Man Adam: bringing to the created man the Image of the Son Who received the Image of the Father.                         

The provision God made to develop the Church has been through the Image of the Father and of the Son. Israel, under the law is said to be the wife of the Father God. She carried the Image of God through the embedment of His soul. She was of the Adamic Image and nature and God said that He was married to her. Although She was in a backslidden condition a large part of the time, God was long suffering most of the time. God was long suffering with her and acknowledged her as His Own.

Israel related to God through the Soul life or Image of God Himself, and she was not complete in the full Image of God and His Son because she had only the Image of the Soul life. But God said that He was married to His Soul Creation, (all souls are mine, Ezekiel 18:4) until He had provided the time for His Son to fulfill the complete Image. And although God was angry many times, He never completely destroyed Israel for He knew they were weak under the Soul Image.
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   THE IMAGE OF THE SON

Behold, I will do a new thing: now it shall spring forth, shall ye not know it? Isaiah 43:19

“I will put my law in their inward parts, and will write it upon their hearts, and will be their God, and they shall be my people”, Jeremiah 31:33   Hebrews 8:10.

This covenant comes under the dispensation of the Image of the Son. The Second Man Adam (the Image of the Son) was a Quickening Spirit, Jesus. The first man Adam was weak in the flesh and is manifested through the flesh, the strength of the Image of the Second Man Adam is made manifest through the Spirit. The full IMAGE OF US, (Genesis 1:26) THE Father and the Son, will be clearly seen in the manifested SONS OF GOD, Romans 8:19.

The fullness of the Godhead bodily will dwell in this people, for that is the Image of the Father and the Son, and They shall actually dwell in the body by the Holy Spirit, and bring to perfection, a glorious Church without spot or wrinkle, the pride and joy of God’s Kingdom.

Through the Image of the Father, and the Image of the Son, God has produced a NEW MAN, a NEW CREATION, for His heavenly realm, so perfectly proven and tested that They become the Body of Jesus; a part of His Own Nature. They share the blessing of the fullness of the Godhead bodily, The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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