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John 15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

2. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

3 Now are ye clean through the word, which I have spoken unto you.

4. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

5. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

6. If a man, abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

7. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

8. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

9. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue in my love.

10. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept y Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.

11. These things have I spoken unto you that my joy remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

Jesus is revealing the interpretation of the Vine and the Husbandman. He clearly says that He is the TRUE VINE and His Father is the Husbandman, then He goes to the branches. He begins to explain what must happen to the branches if they are to bear fruit. The branches that are in Him, that do not bear fruit are taken away; the branches that bear fruit He brings through them He brings forth more fruit through tests, and trials.  

He explains that the branch cannot bring forth fruit unless the branch stays in Him, for without Him the branch can do nothing.

God speaking in Zechariah 3:8 is speaking of His Son, His servant, and He refers to Him as THE BRANCH. Under the Old Testament in the dispensation of the Father, the Father truly was the Husbandman, and the True Vine had not been brought forth, so the WORD was referred to as the BRANCH. He did not become the true vine until the beginning of the 2nd dispensation of Time when the Word was made flesh and became Jesus the ONLY BEGOTTEN Son of God, so the prophets referred to Jesus as the BRANCH.

The Lord was speaking to the high priest that stood before the angel of the Lord and exhorting him to rebuke Satan and asking him, “is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?. And He says I will bring forth MY SERVANT THE BRANCH.

Zechariah 6:13 “Behold, the man whose name is the BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord.”
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The Son of man is referred to by many names. Zechariah prophesying to the ones that had returned from Babylon (from the 70 years of their Captivity by king Nebuchadnezzar) called Jesus the Branch. The rest of this Scripture points us to an important statement, “he shall grow up OUT OF HIS PLACE, and build the temple of the Lord.” Jesus certainly did grow up from a life that started wit5h trials and suffering, with Herod trying to kill Him, to become the Savior of the whole world, and to hear His Father say, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

Jesus said, 
I am the TRUE vine.” What vine is Jesus referring to here? 

Go with me to Psalms 80:8. This vine began ITS’ journey in Egypt, and I quote, “Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.

9. Thou preparedest room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land.

10. The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.

11. She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.

12. Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they, which pass by the way do pluck her.

13. The boar out of the woods doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.

14. Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine:

15. And the vineyard (Israel) which thy hand hath planted, and the BRANCH that thou madest strong for thyself.

16. It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.

17. Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself.

18. So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name.

19. Turn again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.”

WHO IS THE VINE THAT GOD BROUGH OUT OF EGYPT? GENESIS 49:22-26 JOSEPH

In this portion of Scripture, Jacob was pronouncing his blessings on his sons and in verse 22 he begins to pronounce the blessing on Joseph, “Joseph is a fruitful bough, (branch) even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall.

23. The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him:

24. But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence the shepherd of Israel:)

25. Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb.

26. The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.”

Isaiah 5:1-7 “Now will I sing to my well beloved a song touching my vineyard. My well beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill.

2. And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof and planted it with the choicest vine, 
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and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

3. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, twixt me, and my vineyard.

4. What could have been done more to my vineyard that I have not done in it? Wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?

5. And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain not upon it.

7. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and then of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.” 

This portion of Scripture is speaking of the house of Israel, and Judah who was his servant of praise. God looked for years, and through many of His most loved prophets, for the turning to His will, of both Judah and Israel but it never happened.  Jeremiah prophesied for years of the terrible situation of Judah. He constantly reminded them of their condition, and how they had backslidden even lower than and worse than their sister Israel, Jeremiah 3:6-11 “The Lord said unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? She is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot.

7. And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it.

8. And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put here away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.

9. And it came to pass through the lightness of her ehoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks.

10. And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the Lord.

11. And the Lord said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah.”
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