                                                          FELLOWSHIP CHAPEL

                                                     THE LAST DAY MESSENGER

                                THE SEVENTH DAY OF REST, THE MILLENNIUM

By Pastor Ona Bogart     September 20, 2007 from my notes 2/10/2004         Study # 24

Through the previous years of time, we have heard many messages on the coming 1,000 Year Day of Rest, or the 1,000 Year Reign, with the Lord and His Saints, or as it is sometimes referred to, the 2,000 years of the Millennium Reign with Christ and His Church. We seldom hear the ministers take the time to explain why this Rest is so important, or how we are instructed to get to this day of Rest.

I want to explain this day of Rest so that those who will read this message, can clearly understand what an important Event the 7th Day of Rest is, and what it portrays in type and shadow. We begin with Genesis 2: 2 and I will be quoting. “And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.

3. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.”  This came at the close of the 6th day of the Creative Week of the Lord, and the beginning of the 7th day of Creation: God rested on the

the 7th day from all of His labor of the previous 6 days.

In the 20th chapter of Exodus God instructed Moses to speak the 10 commandments to the children of Israel and in verse 8 the Lord says, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

9.  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:

10. But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy menservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:

11.For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

Again in Exodus 31: 13 “Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.

14. Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein that soul shall be cut off from among his people.

15. Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.

16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a PERPETUAL COVENANT. (Perpetual means: lasting forever).

These are some of the Scriptures from the Old Testament, but Paul takes up the instruction in Hebrews 4: 1 “Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest, 
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any of you should seem to come short of it.

2. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.

3. For we, which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the WORKS WERE FINISHED from the foundation of the world. (In other words this promise was given by the Lord before Moses wrote of it)
4. For he spoke in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works.

5. And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest.

6. Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief:      (Israel as a Nation did not enter in.)

7. Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, Today after so long a time; as it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

8. For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.

9. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.    (Speaking now of the 7th One thousand year day of time, God says it still remains to those that are Christians)

10. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.   (When the Christians have entered into the 1,000 year day rest,  all of their work is over)
11. Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”  (The Christian has to continue to believe, otherwise they will fall after the same example that Israel did.)

God has laid down a pattern for all of the Christians in the world to follow, even as He has shown in these previous Scriptures that I have quoted. There are many others but it would take pages and pages to quote all of them.

                                           WHAT IS THIS 7TH DAY ALL ABOUT?

The Sabbath the seventh day, was a SIGN of the coming holy and Spiritual day of 1,000 years that God directed Israel to keep, throughout their generations, Exodus 31: 13. It was to be kept for a perpetual covenant between God and the children of Israel. In other words it was to be a day to rest and refresh themselves, for the coming days ahead. Exodus 31: 17.

Israel wasn’t very committed to keeping the commandments of God for even after they were released from their captivity of 70 years in Babylon, they continued to work on the Sabbath day and extract all their labors. 
Now let us read from Nehemiah 13: 15 “In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem in the sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day wherein they sold victuals.

16. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.

17. Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the sabbath day?

18. Did not your fathers thus, and did our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath.
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19. And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before the

 sabbath, I commanded the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be opened 

till after the sabbbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no 

burden be brought in on the sabbath day.”

Ezekiel 20:12 “Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a SIGN between me and them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sanctify them.

13. But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them.

14. But I wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, in whose shight I brought them out.

15. Yet also I lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands;

16. Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols.”

Jeremiah 17:21 “Thus saith the Lord; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem;

22. Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers.”

These types and shadows of the Sabbath Day that Israel failed to keep, are certainly a vivid portrayal of what God commanded all of His People of the Old Testament to observe, and it remained a commandment throughout all of the days of the Old Testament Order. God wants us to understand that because He rested on the 7th Day, that He has set forth another Day in which all of the saved of God shall rest from all their labors for a period of 1,000 years.

America as a whole, continued to practice the 7th day as a day of rest even as recently as the last 20 or 30 years. Almost all of the stores were closed on Sundays. There was a law of the land, which was known as the “blue law,” and this law gradually began to be relaxed. Grocery stores were allowed to open at least a part of the day on Sundays; other stores began to follow. The taverns and bars were allowed to remain open on Saturday nights until 2.00 AM, but then the government relaxed that. So at least most of America observed a part of the Law of Moses, and a large portion of the children in this Country, went to church or to a service for children which was know as Sunday School.

             NOW LET US EXPLORE WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT THE SABBATH 

Matthew 12: 1-8 Jesus and his disciples went through the corn on the sabbath day, and they were hungry, so they began to pluck ears of corn and eat them. When the Pharisees saw them plucking and eating the ears of corn, they said to Jesus, “Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day. 
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3. But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they that were with him;

4. How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the showbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him; but only for the priests?

5. Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?

6. But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple.
7. But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not

have condemned the guiltless.

8. For the SON OF MAN IS LORD EVEN OF THE SABBATH DAY.”

Then in verse 7 Jesus says, “But if ye had known what this meaneth,” What is Jesus speaking about? Jesus is referring to the continual burnt offering an EXTRA OFFERING. This offering was in addition to the continual burnt offering, because of the necessity of the occasion. Numbers 28: 3- 9-10. The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out, Leviticus 6:13. Also in the case of David and his men eating the showbread in the temple, it was because there was nothing else to eat that was available, but it came with circumstances, the men with him had to be clean from certain sins, 1st Samuel 21: 3-6.



   THE SON OF MAN IS LORD EVEN OF THE SABBATH

Mark 3: 15 Jesus heals on the Sabbath Day and breaks the Law of Moses, and He is heckled by the Pharisees! Again in John 5:1-17, At the pool of Bethesda, Jesus healed an impotent man and the Jews said, “It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.” In verse 17, Jesus replies, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.”  Jesus explained that His Father was still working and that God had sent Him into the world to begin the work and preparation for the NEW SPIRITUAL MAN that was to be prepared for life in the eternities. 

Under the Old Testament times, the people were living totally in the flesh, and in their present state, of flesh and blood, they could never come to the place that Jesus was ministering about, (the 7th Day of Rest) for Paul said in 1st Corinthians 15:50, “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” They lived under the Law of Moses: they could not come to the same place in the Spirit that we are given the privilege of today. Jesus had not given His life as the eternal sacrifice at that period of time. The Spirit of God dwelt with them or among them, Exodus 25:8, He did not tabernacle inside them. Christians in this day are living under the law of Grace, and since Jesus died, we can have the Spirit of God dwelling on the inside of our bodies, John 14: 17.

Jesus did many things on the Sabbath that was against the Law of Moses: he worked on the Sabbath day, He ate with unwashed hands, etc. and He was rebuked for it. He tells the people, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” Matthew 5: 17 and in Luke 16:16, Jesus says, “The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.”

The 7th day under the Law of Moses, was a type and a shadow of the 7th day of Rest that is to 
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come at the end of the 6th day of 1,000 years. We must always remember that God is still working on His recording of time, Which is, “One thousand years as one and a day as one thousand years,” 2nd Peter 3:8. Jesus wanted the Jews to understand that He had come to fulfill the Law of Moses, but there were circumstances when He was doing the will of His Father, with not only the continual offering but a special offering”. Numbers 28: 10 “This is the burnt offering of every sabbath, BESIDE the continual burnt offering,” The continual burnt offering was never to stop, but now Moses is writing of an offering beside the continual offering. Now if you have followed the thought of Jesus when He said, But if ye had known what this meaneth, by this time we should have been enlightened to the truth that Jesus WAS that offering that Moses spoke of as an OFFERING BESIDE the regular continual burnt offering.

When we apply this exhortation to our lives, then we too are to live before the Lord every hour of every day, a continual burnt offering of ourselves to the Lord. There is no easy way into the 7th day of Rest. When we understand the Scriptures, we have to follow the pattern that God has given us if we are to enter into the Millennium of Rest. We are to continue to bear the fruits of the Spirit in preparation for the journey. Romans 12:1 “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”

                    THE DOUBLE PORTION: GATHERING TWICE AS MUCH

After the children of Israel left the wells of Elim, Exodus 16, they took their journey and all the congregation murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: they said “Would to God we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”  (Today we are so like the children of Israel, when everything is going well we are satisfied and feel that we can overcome all things, but when the going gets hard we begin to murmur and complain.)

Exodus 16: 4 “Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.

5.“And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.

6. And Moses and Aaron said, unto all the children of Israel, At even, ye shall know that the Lord hath brought you out from the land of Egypt:

7. And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the Lord; for that he heareth your murmurings against the Lord: and what are we, that ye murmur against us?

God is now trying to teach Israel the need for storing up enough food for the 7th day, (a type of the Millennium) because they were not to do any labor or work on the 7th day. (He was trying to get them to understand that the 7th day was a day of complete rest) but they could not even do that properly. They gathered according to the size of their families and some gathered more than they needed and it filled with worms

                          WHAT WILL TRANSPIRE IN THE SABBATH DAY OF REST?

Luke 22:29 “And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father appointed unto me;
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30. That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel.

Some of the songs and messages that we hear, indicate that the first 10,000 years of time that we are in Heaven, will be a time of rejoicing with our loved ones, but this IS NOT SCRIPTUAL. There IS Scripture, that Jesus when speaking to His disciples says, “And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father appointed unto me; 

That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes if Israel.”

Do we understand that there are different qualifications in Heaven? There will be 30, 60, and 100 fold, Matthew 13: 8, 23, Mark 4: 7-8 “And some fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.
9. And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Jesus is advising them that they hear this truth that He has spoken. Some of the seed that was being sown, fell on good ground and bore 100 fold. There was some that fell on stony ground and could find not find depth for the root get into good ground, so that seed fell away. There are some Christians in this hour of time, that find themselves in the same situation. Different things, and trials, choke out the importance of serving the Lord with everything that have, and the seed that has been planted, is not lost, but it  is damaged and cannot come to the place of perfection or bear 100 fold.

The 1,000 years that Christ reigns with His Saints, will be a time of judging and rewarding those that are there. Paul said to the Corinthian Church, in 1st Corinthians 6:2 “Know ye not that the saints shall judge the world? And if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?

3. Know ye not that WE SHALL JUDGE ANGELS?”

In the world that we are living now, obviously we would not expect the lowest class of judges or citizens to judge us; we would want the better educated rather than someone that could not even read. Those that bore 100 fold will judge angels, and reward the Saints, for those that will be qualified to judge angels, will be a part of the Bride of the Son of God. This is not strange doctrine. All the way throughout the Bible God has laid down a plan to bring the most excellent and most qualified Christians to a place that will be ABOVE THE ANGELS.

The Angels fell from Heaven because they were MADE perfect. They did not have a choice as to whether they would serve the Lord or not. There was no plan to bring them back to God if they sinned and fell away from God, 2 Peter 1; 12. This plan that God has laid out for you and me, allows each of us to have a choice. He has given us the right to either accept Him and His salvation, or totally reject the plan. There was no redemption for the Angels that fell with Lucifer, and as I have referred to many times in other articles that I have written, God has given man a choice in this creation, as to whether we will serve Him or reject Him, Romans 8: 20-21.








  6

Exodus 16: 22 THE DOUBLE PORTION

Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.

Mark 3: 1-5   John 5: 1-18

Matthew 12: 1- 8 Verse 7 But if ye had known what this meaneth………..Numbers 28:9-10

This offering was in addition to the continual burnt offering an EXTRA OFFERING. This was because of necessity 1 Samuel 21:1-6 David was being pursued by Saul. This was a special occasion. David was given hallowed bread because there was no other bread there.nBut he was asked if his men had been kept from certain sins.

Hosea 6:4 O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? For your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew goeth away.

5. Therefore Have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth.

6. I desired mercy and not sacrifice; and knowledge of God more than burnt offerings 

Luke 16:16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

 THE DOUBLE PORTION: GATHER TWICE AS MUCH

Exodus 16:4-30

Revelation 20:1-7 They lived and reigned with Christ for 1,000 years.

WHAT WILL TRANSPIRE DURING THE 1,000 YEARS?

Luke 22: 29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father appointed unto me;

30. That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Daniel 7:9-14

Matthew 19:28 Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel.

29 And everyone that hath forsaken houses, ore brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my names’ sake, shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

30. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first

Revelation 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

26. And he that overcometh and keepeth my works unto the end to him will I give power over the nations:

THE SABBATH DAY OF REST  August 20, 2007 from my notes 4/10/2005

Exodus 20: 8-11 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

9. Six days shalt thou labor, , and do all of thy work:

10. But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do an y work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:

11. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

Exodus 35: 2 “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you an holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to death.

3. Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the Sabbath day.”

God is laying out a plan for His people in the beginning of His work with Israel, and it is to be strictly followed because it is a type of the final day of Rest in God’s plan of Salvation.

Genesis 2:1 “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

2. And on the seventh day God ended his work, which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.

3. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that init he had rested from all his work which he had made.”

WHAT IS THIS 7th DAY ALL ABOUT?

Exodus 31:12-17 READ

A SIGN…………..

After the Jews had been released from Babylon, they continued to break the rules for the Sabbath day, Nehemiah 13:15-22

Ezekiel 20: 12: 20 READ

Jeremiah 17:22 “Thus saith the Lord; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem;

22. Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the Sabbath day, as I have commanded your fathers.”

Psalms 95:6-11

THE REST OF GOD

Hebrews 3:7-19 Read

Hebrews 4:11 If Jesus (Joshua) had given them rest, then would he not afterward shave spoken of another day.

9. THERE REMAINETH THEREFORE A REST TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD!

This was absolutely a commandment of God, under the Old Order for it was a type of the 7TH DAY OF REST THAT YET REMAINS……….THE MILLENIUM.

DID JESUS KEEP THE SABBATH? Mark 2:23-28.

The Law and the Prophets were until John

THE LAW AND GRACE

John 1:17 “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”

What does John mean by this statement? We know that Jesus brought in the dispensation of Grace, but was there no truth until He came?

When Jesus forgave the woman at the well, that was Grace! But it also brought in truth. Under the law of Moses, the woman had no chance of salvation for she freely confessed that she had no husband. Leviticus 20:10 “And the man that committeth adultery with another man’s wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the adultery and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”

John 8:4 “They say unto him, Master this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

5. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but that sayest thou?”

Jesus said, in John 4:17 “Thou has well said, For thou hast had 5 husbands and he whom thou hast is not thy husband:”

The woman was already condemned by the law of Moses…She WAS living in adultery. Jesus said, Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.”

Salvation WAS OF THE Jews! But follow on and Jesus straightens her out John 4:2-23-32.  

BUT WAS IT? OR WAS IT BEAUSE JESUS WAS A JEW HIMSELF, AND HE WAS REFERRING TO THAT FACT?

John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

In this Chapter of John, and throughout Jesus’ teachings, He brought not only Grace, but He brought TRUTH!

When He healed the impotent man at the pool of Bethesda, He broke the Law of Moses! When He healed on the Sabbath day, He broke the law of Moses. When he said, Rise take up thy bed and walk,, He broke the law of Moses   Read John 5:1-17 “MY Father worketh hitherto, and I work.”

John 7:14-31, verse 16 My DOCTRINE IS NOT MINE….

John 8:12-59 THE TRUTH DEFINED…………

John 17:5       17:24

Galatians 5:1 “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

2. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.

3 For I testify AGAIN to every man that is circumcised that he is debtor to do the WHOLE LAW.

4. Christ is become of NO EFFECT UNTO YOU, whosoever of you are justified by the law; yea are fallen from grace.”

