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Amos 5:18 “Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord! To what end is it for you? The day of the Lord is darkness, and not light.

WHAT does this statement from Amos mean, should we fear the day of the Lord?

It most certainly means that we as, Christians, must take a more serious look at what we hear from the ministers on television and from our pulpits.

We have been led to believe that all will be joy and gladness, and there will be no suffering of any thing, to the Christian. But the Word of God is very explicit and there will be suffering and trials and temptations such as those that are in the world have never known or seen before, nor ever shall be again.

Matthew 24:21 “For then shall be great tribulations, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no nor ever shall be.

22. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” 

THIS IS NOT THE PERIOD OF THE ANTI-CHRIST this is a period of time before the Antichrist Reign begins.
Amos 8:9 “And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day:

10. And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentations; and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.

11. Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord:
12. And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.
13. In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.

The Day of the Lord will be just as the Scripture has stated. It will be a day of darkness and not light. These are not the only references of this condition being in effect when Jesus appears. There was also another time when there was darkness and not light, and of course all Christians that know anything about the Word of God, know that when Jesus hung on the Cross there also was some hours of darkness.

Matthew 27:45 “Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

46. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying,  
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Eli, Eli, la ma si bach tha ni? That is to say, my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Do you think that this same kind of thought might come into the Elect’s mind as they are tried?)

47. Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias.

48. And straightway one of them ran and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink.

49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come and save him.

50. Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.

51. And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

53. And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.

54. Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.”

On the day of Pentecost, Peter was preaching and He began to quote from Joel 2, Acts 2:16-21 “But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

17. And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:

18. And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

19. And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke:

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, BEFORE that great and notable day of the Lord come:

21. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

So we need to quote Amos 5:18 again and ask ourselves will we be one that understands that the Day of the Lord certainly will be a different kind of day than many of the Christians have been taught to expect?

“WOE UNTO YOU THAT DESIRE THE DAY OF THE LORD! TO WHAT END IS IT FOR YOU?”  Amos 5:18

What kind of day are we looking for? Do we feel that we are ready to go when these things begin to come to pass? Do we really know the consequences and the costs that we are going to have to experience in order for us to be able to stand when Jesus appears?

When Moses was called to go up on Mount Sinai, God gave Him strict rules that the people had to follow, and Paul refers to this statement in Hebrews 12:18-21, “For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

19 And the sound of the trumpet, and the voice of words: which voice they that heard entreated that the word should not be spoken to them anymore:

20. (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touched the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:
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21. And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:) 

Read now from Exodus 19:1 through 24. Earthquakes and catastrophic things involving the elements will be so destructive, and doubts and fears will be grabbing at us from all sides. 

If it were possible even the VERY ELECT would be deceived. But what if we don’t make that Company of the VERY ELECT? How will we stand against all the signs and wonders that Satan’s ministers will be doing? 

Read from 2 Corinthians 11:12-15 “But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we.

13. For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

14. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
15. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.”

Matthew 24:24 “For there shall arise false christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders: insomuch that, if it were possible they shall deceive the very elect.”

A large majority of the Christians that are in the world today, are unaware of the truth and they are resting at ease in Zion, not having the faintest notion that it is going to take much understanding and much knowledge in order for us not to be deceived by the anti-Christ-al spirits that are in the world even today.



          THE DAY OF THE LORD! WHO CAN ABIDE IT?                  

                        Amos 6:1 “WOE TO THEM THAT ARE AT EASE IN ZION.”

Our churches today are too liberal. WE have forgotten what we used to preach and believe: We have turned aside quickly out of the way in which the Lord commanded us to walk, Exodus 32:8. We are not the same devout consecrated people in prayer and worship, and in walking before the Lord, that we were 20-30 years ago. 

Our children are completely out of control. In these days in which we live, almost every mother either works because she must, in order to make ends meet, or because she seeks a career of her own. One income no longer is satisfactory for our family. We all have to stay up with material things, and with the people around us. Someone else is appointed to raise our children and the lack of parental supervision and discipline is showing up in street gangs, murders, rapes, and every kind of conceivable crime imaginable. And STILL, we are at ease in Zion, waiting and content in our own little world of understanding (or lack thereof) fully expecting that Jesus will come, and without any trials, or heartache, or sorrow, take us away in clouds with Him and all will be joyous.

Amos is not the only author that proclaims the Day of the Lord to be a day of darkness and gloominess. It is also referred to as a Day of wrath, a day of trouble, and distress. But you say, that is for the sinners. But that is not what the Bible says. Turn with me to Zephaniah 1:7 “Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.

8. And it shall come to pass in the day of the Lord’s sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, 
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and the kings children, and all such are clothed with strange apparel”
 STRANGE APPAREL…This man did not have a wedding garment on. He was not dressed for the wedding, so he was cast out and he was speechless because he had nothing to answer.

Matthew 22:11 “And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment:
12. And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.”

13. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

14. For many are called, but few are chosen.”

What is the wedding Garment? Isaiah speaks of this in 61:10 “He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.”

John also speaks of the wedding garment in Revelation 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

8. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints.”
Matthew 25:1-13, The 5 virgins that took no oil for their lamps, are a perfect example of the man that came to the wedding and was clothed with strange apparel.  Jesus said to them, I know ye not.” This does not mean that they were lost. But it does mean that they would have to go into the reign of the Anti-Christ, and give their lives for Christ. They had not looked ahead and taken enough oil in their lamps to last while they waited for the Bridegroom to come.

Let’s go back to Zephaniah 1:9 and finish reading the chapter.  “In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters’ houses with violence and deceit.

10. And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills.

11. Howl, ye inhabitants of Mak tesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off.

12. And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil.

13. Therefore their goods shall become booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof.

14. The great day of the Lord is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the 

Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.

15. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress a day of waste-ness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness.
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16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.

17. And I will bring distress upon men that they shall walk like blind men, because they have

sinned against the Lord and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.

18. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.”

There will be wholesale betrayal by Christian against Christian because some have not understood what the Word of the Lord has proclaimed throughout the ages by all of His prophets and Apostles.

The Scripture says that the time will come when whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.”  John 16:1 “These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.

2. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.”  CAN WE SEE THIS RIGHT NOW?

Matthew 24:3 “Tell us when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

4. Take heed that no man deceive you.

5. Many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
6. All these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
7. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, (a devastating epidemic disease: AIDS etc.) and earthquakes, in divers places.”

Now Listen to what Jesus says: THIS IS NOT, THE COMING OF THE LORD!

8. All these are the BEGINNING OF SORROWS.
9. Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.”

Jesus will not have come yet, but you and I, if we are still living and know what the Word says, will find this to be the most difficult time of our lives. We may have to give our life for our belief in the Word of God.

Revelation 12:11 “And they overcame Him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”

Now in Matthew 24:29 Jesus tells us that after all His exhortation about, earthquakes, false prophets that deceive many, pestilences, the love of many that wax cold, people hating each other, and tribulation that has never been so bad since the world began, and it will never be this bad again, that He will shorten these days because of His Elect.

This is NOT the Anti-Christ Tribulation for Jesus says in Matthew 24:29 “Immediately AFTER the tribulation of THOSE DAYS shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not
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give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be

shaken;

30 And THEN, (after this period of such tribulation) shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and THEN, shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

36. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds from one end of heaven to the other.”

Why will all the tribes of the earth mourn if this is such a joyous occasion? BECAUSE they like so much of the rest of the world, have missed the great and terrible day of the Lord. They were fully persuaded that they were all right and secure in their light and satisfying state, and too late they realized they’d missed the Great Day of the Lord, and would now have to give their lives in martyrdom. This is also the period of time that Zechariah prophesies about in Zechariah 12:9 when the Jews would recognize that Jesus was their Savior whom they had denied and killed and mourn for as they would mourn for an only son.

 There are more scriptures that show the time of the appearing of Jesus to be a day of darkness and not light. Joel 2:1-2 “Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the Day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand.

2. A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness.”

I’d like to write the rest of Joel 2, but time and space doesn’t permit. 

Joel 2:30 “And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood and fire, and pillars of smoke.

31. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, BEFORE the great and terrible Day of the Lord come.”

Joel 3:14-15 Although the Day of the Lord shall be woeful as far as the natural side of man is concerned, the Day of the Lord will be a glorious Day for those that have paid the price and have given their all so that they might have everything that God has for them. There will be a people, taken out of the midst of a people, whom God will take as a Bride for His Son Jesus.

Joel 2:9- “They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. (1 Thessalonians 5:2 a thief in the night)

10. The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shinning. (This people will have control over the elements)

11. And the Lord shall utter His voice before His army: for His camp is very GREAT: for He is strong that executeth His word: for the Day of the Lord is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?

This People that I have just quoted from Joel 2, will not only be able to abide it, they shall conquer it. This body of People is the Woman of Revelation 12, the Bride of Christ, and 
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they are having a great revival, winning souls to Christ for a period of time. Jesus said in 

Matthew 16:18 “upon this Rock I will build my Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

At this time, the Lord will give this great Army, that is fighting in this great and terrible Day of the Lord, the keys to the kingdom of heaven, and they shall be in full charge of this great Army, that is led by Jesus Himself. Nothing shall be able to stand in their path. They will have control of the elements of the Universe, and a great ingathering of souls will be the result of their ministry. 

So, the question still remains, Who will be able to abide this terrible Day of the Lord? The Bride of Christ will be able to abide this period of time, for She will have all the power of heaven Itself, AND She will not only be able to abide it, She will conquer it.

We don’t hear much of the ministers preaching on this subject. We hear lectures and man’s ideas as to what Russia or China, or Iran, or Iraq or Islam will do as they drive on to the land of Israel, but we hear nothing or at the least very little, about what must happen to bring the Bride of Christ to perfection before Jesus returns. 

No you didn’t misread, and no, I didn’t misstate, I said that the Bride of Christ will be PERFECTED BEFORE Jesus returns. Jesus is not going to come and take the whole church of today as His Bride. I know the reaction that many will take, but there is Scripture upon Scripture to confirm this fact, and there is no Scripture for others that preach any different doctrine to stand upon that brings contradiction to this fact.

The problem with the church world today is, they are ignoring not only the words of the Apostles and Prophets, but they are ignoring the words of our Lord as well. God’s people are being taught that Jesus can come at any time and “rapture” the Church away while the Church is still in their sins and corruption.

But some say, “We’ll all be changed, in a moment in the twinkling of an eye.” 1 Corinthians 15:52.  We’ll be changed in a moment in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed, but this means that we shall be changed from mortal (Flesh to immortality). If we leave this world with sin in our lives, we’ll still have sin in our lives when we are caught away. Jesus is very clear along these lines, for He says there will be 30, 60, and 100 fold. Paul puts it a little differently, for he says there will be one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars, for one star differeth from another star in glory.
Why don’t we hear ministers ministering on these subjects? For the life of me, I can’t understand why they are ignoring all these Scriptures. Some may say, well I don’t think we’re supposed to understand everything in the Bible. Then why did the Prophets and Apostles and Jesus Himself speak and write about the mysteries, which were hidden from the beginning of the world?

Before we go back to that portion of the Scriptures, I want to begin with the prophesies of Peter and Joel, and just see what these 2 men say about the conditions of the world round 
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about when the Trumpet is blown.

First Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:52 “at the LAST TRUMP: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised.”

1 Thessalonians 4:16 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:”

Several years ago I taught on trumpets and we found that God had certain sounds for the trumpet, and Israel had to understand the sounds, and what each sound meant. Numbers 10-1-10 Read.

The Day of the Lord that is to announce the coming of the Lord Jesus, will be like the pattern shown to Moses in the mount Sinai. Exodus 19:10-25 “And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes,

11. AND BE READY against the third day: for third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.

12. And thou shall set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death:

13. There shall not any hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth LONG, they shall come up to the mount.

14. And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes.

15. And he said unto the people, be ready against the third day: come not at your wives.

16. And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding LOUD: 

so that all the people in the camp trembled.

17. And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount.

18. And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.

19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded LONG and waxed LOUDER AND LOUDER, Moses spake, and God answered him.” 

The Trumpet sounded LONG and grew LOUDER and LOUDER. All the people in the camp trembled. And when all people begin to see blood, and fire, and vapors of smoke, and darkness, and earthquakes, and miracles and wonders that will be performed by Jesus and His Army they too will tremble.

THIS IS THE IMAGE THAT IS PROPHESIED AT THE COMING OF THE LORD.
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