                                             THE LAST DAY MESSENGER

                              YOU HAVE NOT PASSED THIS WAY BEFORE  
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Does it ever feel good to be able to continue with my studies and writing for the Lord! I feel lost when I am unable to write the many things that I see in the Word of God. But now hopefully I can be okay for a loooooong time. So with that in mind, I will direct our attention to the words of Joshua and His frustrations with the Children of Israel, because they were slack to finish driving out of the land the enemies that would cause them problems that God had warned them of. 

Joshua was given the same great status in leading the children of Israel as Moses had with the Lord, and God said to him, in Joshua 1:5,“As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

6.Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

7. Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 

8.This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

9. Have not I commanded thee? Be srong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whitersoever thou goest.”  Joshua  1:5-9.

Under the direction of Joshua, spies were sent out to view the land, even Jericho, and those of you that have read the book of Joshua know that they were taken in by a harlot into her house and hidden by the harlot Rahab. She hid them from the men that were sent to search for them by the king of the land, until they could escape the next day. The men returned to Joshua and told him, “Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.”

After three days Joshua is ready to cross the River Jordan, and his instructions are different this time, and I quote, “When ye see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests the Levities bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it.

4. YET THERE SHALL BE A SPACE BETWEEN YOU AND IT, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near it that ye may know the way by which ye must go: FOR YE HAVE NOT PASSED THIS WAY HERETOFORE.” 

This is the title of my subject: “ YE HAVE NOT PASSED THIS WAY BEFORE.” We have read in preceding Books of Moses that the Ark of the Lord was HOLY and could not be touched by anyone except the priest, and that only once in a year. But NOW the instructions given by Joshua are: YET THERE SHALL BE A SPACE BETWEEN YOU AND IT. The space was not just to be an ordinary space but about a half mile. None of them had ever been
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that way  before to where the Ark was leading them, and they needed a space between them to follow so that they didn’t take the wrong way. They could see ahead.

The title of this writing should certainly stir up our way of thinking, for as we look at this time in our lives and history we too can certainly say, WE HAVE NEVER BEEN THIS WAY BEFORE. Things are changing in the laws and government of our land, and as we study the WORD of God both now and in our past years, we can begin to align the Scriptures with the things and changes that we see happening in our walk with the Lord at this time.

We HAVE NOT possessed the gifts and callings of God, nor harkened to His Word. We seem to think that the knowledge that we have learned will save us, so we too may be following the Ark but possible following to closely to see that if God is ever going to bring His Word and revelations to pass, it has to start NOW! What are WE doing with what the Lord has given us? 

Solomon said in Proverbs “WISDOM IS THE PRINCIPLE THING; therefore get WISDOM: and with all thy getting get understanding.” We may have many truths and revelations of the Scripture but IF we NEVER have an opportunity to express what the Lord has revealed to us, then it lies dormant, and eventually will be lost or discarded.

I started this writing with the thought that we had never passed this way before, but now I want to return to some of the later things that Joshua experiences in his later ministry before he died.

Israel crossed the River Jordan, circumcised their children, and rededicated themselves to the Lord, the Manna ceased, Joshua 5:2: they captured the city of Jericho, and took liberties that were forbidden, Joshua 7: 19-26.

Because they had captured Jericho they thought Ai would be easy to take because their fame had preceded them. They persuaded Joshua to take about 3,000 men, but when the battle grew intense they could not overcome Ai.  But Achan took things that didn’t belong to him and the enemy overcame them and because of their pride, instead they were overcome and ran. Joshua was so upset that He said to the Lord, “Would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan!” Joshua no doubt felt drained and therefore He made remarks with his mouth that, we too do at times, when the trials begin to weight us down.

Some of the tribes had been allotted their land and had possessed it, but some had not, and in Joshua 18:3 God says, “How long are ye slack to go to possess the land, which the Lord God of your fathers hath given you? 

Joshua 23:1 “And it came to pass a long time after that the Lord had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua waxed old and stricken in age. 

Joshua was old and stricken in years, and there remained yet very much land to be possessed 

BUT THERE COMES A TIME! Joshua 24:12-13, “I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.

13. And I have given you a land for which ye did not labor, and cities which ye built not, and 
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ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and olive yards, which ye planted not do ye yet eat.”

Joshua 23:13 “Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you.

And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly drive them out. Judges 1:28. This was in direct conflict to what God had commanded.

Judges 2:2-3 “And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land, ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: WHY HAVE YE NOT DONE THIS?

3. Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you.”

There are those of you that are fully qualified to begin to speak and exhort on the knowledge that you have, and not let it lie dormant, but even as Joshua said of those that had not possessed their land, God WILL NOT always keep this knowledge and unction before you and you shall be in the same situation that Israel was when the heathen overrode them. In order to keep the inspiration and the Spirit of the Lord moving, we have to have a time to rededicate ourselves to the Lord. I do Not believe that prayer alone will accomplish this. 

God has given us the knowledge and understanding to express HIS WORD, but where is the  rest of His exhortation? WISDOM?

Let me direct our attention to 1 Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit SPEAKETH EXPRESSLY, that in the LATTER TIMES some shall DEPART from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;”

2 Timothy 3:1 THIS know ALSO, that in the last days perilous times shall come

2. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, TRUCEBREAKERS, false accusers , incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good.

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 HAVING A FORM OF GODLINESS, but denying the power thereof from SUCH TURN AWAY.

6 For of THIS SORT are they, which creep into houses and lead captive silly women laden

with sins, LEAD ASTRAY WITH DIVERS LUSTS.

7. EVER LEARNING, and NEVER able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
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